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CHAPTER I. 

A bird's eye view of 

THE HISTORY OF THIRUMALIRUNJOLAIMALAI. 

Origin of the Temple and its Fort. 

The History of this temple, unlike that of the other Temples 
of India, is of a peculiar nature. For, the History of this Temple 
apart from its mystic origin, and taking it up at least from the 
period of known references, is almost coeval with the history of 
the kingdoms that flourished in this part of the country. Like the 
Vatican City, the Fort of Alagapuri with its City and Temple of 
Thirumalirunjolai has ever been more or less a Socio- Religious 
centre of activity. After the original consecration by Dharma 
Devata and Visvakarma, the later extensions of the Temple 
and the City Fortifications were constructed or rather renovated 
by King Malayadhwaja Pandya son of Kulasckhara the Founder 
of the Pandyan kingdom and dynasty and the reputed father 
of Goddess Sri Meenakshi. King Malayadhwaja and his host 
of successors were the immediate patrons and protectors of this 
institution. The existence of the Fort and Palaces go into the 
remotest past. Cf: C* which means “Oh! 

Thou King of the Solai Malais enshrined in a Fortified Temple’* 
in one of the Pasurams of Sri Periyalwar who is reputed to have 
flourished about B. C. 3055. 

Patronage of the Temple by the Pandya Dynasty. 

As regards the long array of the Pandyan Kings, patrons 
and devotees of this Temple, there is no authentic single record. 
Various lists of Pandyan Kings of the Pandyan Dynasty have 
been given by various scholars, but unfortunately no two of 
them agree. Certain kings and certain capitals can with certain* 
ty be fixed which have corroborative contemporary references. 
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Such references are to be found in the Ithihasas of the Rama* 
ynna and the Mahabharata, and various works of Literature by 
contemporary poets and scholars and also in such of the ancient 
inscriptions as abound in this Temple and elsewhere that are left 
extant after many a vandalistic destruction. 

Patronage of the Temple by other Dynasties also. 

This Temple was not only under royal patronage and 
protection from time immemorial but was also the residence of 
many a royal dynasty as the existence of the ruined forts and 
battlements, palaces and gateways demonstrate to this day, 
and which will be all noticed in their appropriate places herein. 
Next to the Pandya dynasty, the other Royal Houses* that either 
reigned over this Temple-City or had it under their royal protec¬ 
tion were the dynasties of the Chola, the later Pandyas and the 
Royal Houses of Ceylon, Bana, Hoysala, Vijayanagar, and the 
Naicks, though for brief spells the Maharattas and the Moslems 
in their sovereign capacity” looked after the welfare of this Temple 
until at last it went over to the hands of the East India Company 
in 1790. 

Who were these Pandyas? 

Who were these Pandyas who seem to have built the 
Temple of Lord Alagar even before the 'avatar' of Sri Meena* 
shi ? Where did their Kingdom exist? Who were the members 
of their dynasty? When did they flourish? Who were those 
devout Pandyas who have so indissolubly linked their history 
with this Divine Kshetra which has necessitated a reference to 
them in these notes? An answer to these and other kindr 
questions will swell to many pages. Yet we cannot refrain fr 
having at least a skeleton idea of the above items so far as it 
relevant to this Kshetra. 

The Pandyas traced their descent from the Aryans- 
Rcferences in the Ramayana. 

To find out who these Pandyas were we have to 
back to sucli aucient Sangam und the immediate post San 
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were 

be found in very many an 
and the Mahabharata. 


ig Dra 
>ai 

■ 

fTfrt tmri i 

g^r qrqrc tt?tt ^rtt: ii 

Ratnayana Kishkinda Kandam Sarga 41—Stanza 19. 

3^53 i 

(ibid) Sarga 41 St. 12. 

Scholars think that when Sri Rama went to Ceylon the then 
reigning Pandyan monarch was Anantaguna Pandya with his 
capital at Kavatapuram. 

Theory of the descent of the Tamils from China. 

Of course Scholar? take a pride in ascribing to the Triple 
Tamil Royal Dynasties of " Moo-Vcndar ” “&&&*?*" an 

origin that may be at once interesting and intriguing. One 
school of scholars theorise that the Tamils descended into upper 
India from China via the Himalayan Passes and occupied the 
territory of which Tamra-Lipti or * "lamluk in South West 
Bengal was the capital and that they derived their name of 
Tamils from that City and that they after several thousands of 
yearfc got lower down into the south of the Peninsula. The first 
batch is stated to have gone to the farthest south and that they 
were the Pandvas; they are reputed to have st> led then 
as "Pazhayar" uevLpajr-ci uBDtfituu>irff*r. This term or its 
“utimnj)'' is stated to give .the word “umrmi-ui* 



And ** usi* vdumj* 


stood 
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They sny the second batch of colonists occup.cd the 
portion of the South and they were the Cholas. The Cl 
were known as since they came to the south by the 

route. Cf. Thondaman llan-Thyrian C J *r«r<-u>r-r 
The third batch of colonists is stated to have occup.cd the r 

and western portions of South India and they "ore the K« 

or Cheras. The Cheras arc stated to have been "own i 
Vanavar (»»«) or Celestials. Cf. Cheran-Vanavar 
wr). • These scholars successfully point out the striking similaa^ 

between the Chinese language of the celestial nation and 


1 language as 

illustrated hereunder: 


Tamil 

English 

Chinese 

(Nee) £ 

you 

(Nee) 

(Nan);u« 

I 

(Gnan) 

(Yam) ujrib 

We 

(Yam) 

(Pen) Quasf 

Girl 

(pen) 

(Kan) 

Place 

(Kan) 

(Yeer) 

Two 

(Veer) 

(Mai) sou) 

Collyrium 

(Mai) 



Still others opine that the Tamils were a branch of the LemuniM 
that went up north from the Lemurian continent for pu 
of colonisation and that they were the Dravidian races. \\ hat 
ever may be the theories as regards the original home of 
Pandyas they styled themselves as Aryans and were ascribed 
the ancient writers to a Solar or a Lunar lineage and as such vt 
Aryans. Whatever lineage modern controversial scholars mi 
be pleased to ascribe to them, these ancients that are now n 
more to take part jin the controversy, themselves chose 
their lineage to the Solar or Lunar dynasties only. 

Where and when did the Pandya Kingdom exist' 

The ancient Pandya country was bounded 
by the sea, south by the river Pahruli and the country 
west by the sea and on the north by the river Kumari 
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appadhikaram Venirkadhai 11 1 and 2. Their 
pital was Mathura (Then Mathura) far south of the Kumari 
(now submerged). They were at least as ancient as the 
Ramayana and the Mahabharata as referred to elsewhere herein. 
In some of the oldest Tamil works the extent of their country 
and the vastness of their literature are all gloriously referred to. 
Between the Pahruli river and the Kumari river alone, which 


7 

7 
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had become submerg< 

C'd in 
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ocean, there 

comprising the follow 
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;tated that these 49 
i. And still further 
red to. For what 


mation available in Literature. Whatever that may be, tne tact 
remains that Lanka was situate on the Equator and in the 
Meridian called the Lanka Meridian and that the distance bet- 
thc Mahendra Mountain, the more or less partially submer- 
hills and Lanka was al*>ul 100 yojanas (hundred here may 
approximate round figure) or 800 miles. The P re ** n ‘ 
between the partially submerged Mahendra H,lk (about 
„ of the Equator) and the Equator may be about 650 miles 
these factors we may fix up with some tolerable 
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The first deluge. There have been more 
sion here. One submersion saw the disa 

country beyond the Kumari Kodu. Another and_ 

the disappearance of Lanka itself which might have been 
of Lemuria or Then Palai or an island by itself, but 
distance from the mainland which might have been slight 
beginning having become broadened latterly to 100 Yoja 
the time of the Rnmayana. To identify the Simhala Dwipa 
Lanka where the Chiranjeevin Sri Vibhishana is rei 
not warranted. There is nothing improbable in the f; 
Mahendra Range and the Agastya Hills and the Kumari 
(gjufixG* x©) of the early Sangam works, all coalescing ' 
southern regions and branching into those small hillocks th 
sees submerged in the sea where laves the triple comrni 
waters of the Bay, the Sea and the Ocean. All the vast 
tries between the Kumari River and Lanka including the 
Palai having all become submerged in 'successive deluge, 
proud literature of this region too is no more extant, but a 
scattered remnants alone remain. A long line of Pan 
Emperors, guardians and custodians of the 1st Sangam 
sway up to Kadungon Vazhuthi’s time. During hisl 
practically the whole of the Then Pandya country with its 
of Then Mathura was submerged by the ire of the ocean. 

Having lost their capital Then Mathura and the co 
around including the Pahruli River, the Kumari Hills etc { 

padigaram xi 11-19 and 20) by the inroads of the so, 
went up north, and established their capital at Kav 
that time though the river Pahruli and K 

t j in the lnd . an 

south 
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Kumari was a great Thirtha resorted to by all. Sri llanuman 
crossed over to L,nnka from this Kumarikkodu main land and 
the partially stibmerged Mahendra Mountains, for the Mahendra 
Mountains were not like the other ranges high and lofty but 
were low and surrounded by the ocean Cf. 

Kishkinda Kanda Ch. 41 St. 21. 

This was tbe Second Sangam Age. The events mentioned in the 
Ratnayana occurred during this age. Cf. the reference to Kavata- 
puram in Sri Valmiki Ramayana (supra). 

The Second Deluge. 

Then there was yet another deluge. In this great 
deluge the famous Kavatapuram with its gates of gold and pearls 
and rubies got submerged in the ocean. Once more the Pandyas 
had to go further north and found a new capital. This time it 
was at Manalure. This was the city so constantly referred to 
in the Mahabaratha. 

References in the Mahabharata. 

The references to “ Pandya " “Dramida”. “ Manalure ” 

etc. in the following excerpts from the Mahabaratha arc inte¬ 
resting. „ V_ 

Adhi. 235—St. 20. 

?TTfir ^ri?5 i 

Sabha 33—St. 20. 

qr»^i srftr^rsfTH i 

cfSTfi^T 11 Sabha 33—st. 29 . 

fTTWriTT rfrTT ^ l 

^%tnr K5T II 

Sabba 32—St. /.>• 
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*T?f (3mssrra*i) i 

g mi?v rrrwwti « 

Sabba 33—St. 


31 


The Maritime Greatness of the Pandyas. 

It should be noted that at this time of the Mahabht 
period, the River Kanya Thirtharn was resorted to by ‘Mad! 
and the river was crossed by him. Note these words 
in the above excerpt: and then he goes and conquers the cot 
further south also—f^SPTr^T etc., going further 
after crossing the Kumari This was the Third Sangam 
IIow long was their capital situate in Manalure it is difficult 
say. But from the inscriptions so far deciphered it apj>ears 
the capital might have been changed from and rechanged to 
place more than once. Or it may be quite possible there 
have been more than one city of that name. There is now 
place called Manalure a few miles east of Madura, which 
reputed to have been a Pandyan Capital. There is an< 
Manalure near Tinnevelly, and which Sri. P. V. Jagadeesa 
states was the Pandyan Capital. But the references to I 
having reached Manalure “eg^rfiViT 5TO:” make us doubt if 
might not have been a sea-coast city by the name of Man* 
Moreover there are constant references to the city of ** Alan 
being the Pandyas* Capital. Or could Manalure and 4 Alan 
be one and the same city? Scholars think that the p atl( j * 
their capital sometimes at Uragapura the rnaritim f 
Negapatam a flourishing city even during the tim • 
Mahabharata. The Pandyas were a maritime nation ^ d 


are many references quoted by scholars as 
greatness of the Tamils. 


to thf. .v, 
cue mant 


i. 


ii. 


1 


In Sangam Literature they arc often 

re ferred 

Their conveyances for trade or vv 

were called >**•»*& (Navy) Ar * n the 
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iii. The Romans, the Greeks, the Carthaginians, the 
Assyrians, and the Egyptians, were trading with 
them. 

iv. Egyptian mummies were being clothed in South 
Indian fabrics. 

v. The raison d’etre for the Pandyas having the 
“Meena Kethana” or the Fish Emblem for their 
flag is stated to be in significance of their absolute 
freedom and mastery over the many oceans as the 
Fish itself enjoys in its watery element. 

(cf. also the references under the heading “Objects of interest”) 

The maritime fame of the Pandya Nad was so vast and 
great in those ancient days that it evoked not only surprise and 
admiration from other nations, but kindled also fear, envy and 
jealousy among many. W- H. Schoff refers to the extent of South 
Indian trade to Egypt and other countries in the Illrd Millenium 
B. C. —“ thousands of years before the emergence of the Greeks 
from savagery ’. A highly developed commercial system prevailed 
for the interchange of the Egyptian and South Indian products 
in those times. In the high water mark of the ancient South 
Indian civilisation, one of the Dravidians pride was their 
active Merchant Marino that plied between Europe, Africa and 
India. The Indian Merchant Marine, it should be remembered 
had access to Greece and Rome via the Suez Canal which was 
dug by one of the Sesostrises in the XXth Century 13. C. 
and re*dug again and again up to the XV tli Century L>. C. 
and lastly by* Darius in the Vth Century 13. C. The flouri¬ 
shing trade referred to in the Pcriplus (80) A. D. as having 
been in existence between India, Malaya, Malacca, China 
etc. in the XI 1th Century 13. C. and the reference by Strabo 
the historian (25 13. C.) that he himself saw about 120 ships 
ready to sail on their voyage from Hormus to India are all 
revealing to a degree. Our surprise will be the greater and the 
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# 

fact will appear to be a sort of revelation to us when we sec 

,an ln hls Mcmoire (a work of 400 A. D.) referring to a If 
chantshtp of the Brahmins which went from India to China 
Java and Sumatra in which he travelled along with a crew of. 

Who had provided themselves with provisions for a jounJ 
50 days ! J * 

In ill probability the Pandyas might evidently have 
their court some time in their inland capital city and — 
time at the sea coast capital city, which is not improbable. 

Cbitravahana Pandya-contemporary and father-in-law ol 
Arjuna. 

During the time of the Mahabharata, the name of the 
Pandyan King that ruled over the Pandya country with Manaltm 
as capital was Chitravahana itsr; *WT 

Adhi P. 235-S. 17). His daughter was Chitrangada who 
married Arjuna. their offspring being Babruvahana (Cf. Adi P 
ch. St. 81) Cf. also the reference by Murunjiyur Mudina 6 
royar a contemporary of Peruncbotnidhyan Cheraladan 
mg the latter as having supplied the Pandava army with fi 
for all the IS days of the war. 

The Great Sangams or Academies of the Tamils & their 
Pandyan Royal Patrons. 

In the proceeding paragraphs, reference has Inien made 
th. "Sangum ". \ been the versions prevalent wi 

regard to the origin, composition, duration and activity etc. 
th* Sangarns. It will he lieyond the scop.- of this work t«> ent 
into a d- tailed disquisition of lit. same. Hence a short referee 
only »s given liclnvv about the “Sungam" that was so 
our Lord Sri Sangatha/hagar or Alagar, "President or Founder 

Bm according U < Halasya Mahat 
,) |. It I • n I’. ilnn. i had lim-di. d 10 U\ ,, m.dh.i Kicrir 

ut a holy ptftf« 0,1 die Gauge* near Kasi he wanted to have 

\ , III illi.i 'Mia lilt l Ith *■» lb* G.»I , « VMtli hi.* u , 
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melodious music of a celestial minstrel. When Brahma noticed her 
absence during the bath he cursed Saraswathi to be born upon 
the earth 48 times. On entreaty the punishment was reduced, 
with a concession that she may be bom simultaneously in 48 
forms at one and the same time representing each full letter of 
the Sanskrit Alphabet. Mach form became a Tamil poet of 
extraordinary brilliance adorning the 1st Sanga Palagai of 
Madura with Sri Sundara Linga presiding over them as the 49th 
poet during Vamsa Schhara Pandya’s reign. This in short is 
the origin as per the Mahatmya. 

According to Kalamcgha Pulavar and certain other poets, 
the iwirticulars obtainable with slight modifications, arc as 
follows: — 

I. Sangam. 

(i) Place of Existence:— Then Mathurai. 

(ii) Duration:—From ‘Kaychina Vazhudhi to Kadungon 
Vazhudhi (89 Pandyas of whom seven were poets): 4400 years. 

(iii) Number of poets:—4449 poets (according to Knla- 
tnegha) 549 Members (according to Vcera-chozhiyam) 

(iv) Prominent poets of the period:—Agasthya, Siva, 
Kumara. Virisadayattanar, Mudinagarayar, Panam-paranar, 
Tholkappivanar, Nidhi Kizhavanar, Adhankottasiriyanar. 

(v) Important works of the period :—Agathiyam, Thol- 
kappiyam, Kakkai Patiniyam, Avaniyam, Natratham, \ amanam, 
Paripadal, Jayantam, Gunanul, Muthunarai, Muthu Kurugu, 
Kalaniya Virai (consisting of Iyattamil, Isaittamil and Nadakat- 
tamil). 

II. Sangam. 

(i) Place of existence:— Kavatapuram. 

(ii) Duration :— From Vendod-Chozhian to Mudithiriv 
maran (59 Pandyas of whom 5 were poets) 3700 years. 
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(iii) Number of poets:— 3700 according to Irayn 
Agapporul: Members 509. 

(iv) Prominent poets of the period :—Vellurc Kappj 
Sirn Pandarangan, Ti .nmaran. Tuvaiaikoman, Kiratu 

(v) Important works of the period :- Kali-kurugu, Vy* 
malai Agaval. 

111. Sangam. 

(i) Place of existence :—Uththira Mathura. 

(ii) Duration:—Mudithirumaran to Ugra-peru-Vazhut 
during whose reign the Sangam was dissolved; (49 Pandyas 
whom 3 were poets): 1850 years. 

(iii) Number of poets :—449 : Members 49. 

(iv) Prominent poets of the period :—Irayanar, Uj 
Peruvaxhudhi, Kapilar, Baranar, Nakkirar, Perundevai 
Nachchumanar, Kulapathi Nayanar, AJangudi Vanganar, Ti 
valluwar. Avvai etc. 

(v) Important works of the period:— Nedunthogai, Kurtm- 
rhogai, Natrinai, Aga Nanooru, Pura Nanooru, Ainguru-nc 
Patlurru l’attu etc. Thirukkurul was the last work of this \tet 
(2000 years ago). 

Post Sangam period. 

(i) Duration:—200 years. 

(ii) Prominent poets of the period :—Athi Veern Rai 
Pugazhendi, Ottakkooththar, Kambar, Ambigapathi, Tamil Di 

Villipuththurar etc. 

Roughly the above analysis gives us the informal 
that the Sangams flourished for about 10,000 years, and w 
neatly 200 Pandyau Monarchs as their Royal Patrons and 
whom about 15 were Royal Poets. The Sangams were gnu 

near y Poets with a membership of about 1200 

an ocean of glorious literature. 
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SccinR the low depths to which the once mighty Sangam 
had fallen some noble souls under the leadership of Sri 

Pandithurui Thevnr have on an auspicious date 15_9_1901 

started a Fourth Sangam under the patronage of the noble house 
of Ramnad. May the all merciful Lord Sangatharhagar shower 
his choicest blessings once more on these efforts of Ilia devotees. 
The Hlrd Deluge. 

As alrady noticed, the Pandyas seem to have ruled long 
with Manalure as their capital. Again owing to the ire of the 
ocean the river Kumari became submerged in the ocean in the 
deluge that set in at the end of the Treta Yuga and the advent 
of the Kali ^ uga. Maritime Manalure (for we find from the 
inscriptions that there have been more than one Manalure) 
if such a one existed, must also have been washed away, .for, we 
find the Pandyan Kings having shifted their capital to Kuruka- 
puri at the mouth of the Thamrapami (Korkhi, Kurugure or 
Kolki of the Periplus.) 

The various capitals of the Pandyas. 

The Pandyan capital then changed to many other places. 
Kaly&napuram seems to have been another capital when Madura 
did not come into existence at all, its site having been a Kadam- 
ba Forest. The other capitals seem to have l>een Alagapuri 
(Thirumalirunjolai), Uthirakosamangai, Nallure, North Madura, 

1 Madura, Madakkulam, Varadhavalam and lastly and finally 
Madura. There appears to have been more than one Madura 
in existence. Sri Nakkirnr refers to a Madura east of Thirup- 
parangunratn. One Kulasekhara whose father was Sampanna 
Pandya is stated to have been the king who established his 
capital at Kalyanapura. 

The Pandyan monarchs referred to in the Puranas. 

We shall just have a glimpse of some of those sovereigns 
who had the Mecnakethana as their Royal emblem, consequent 
on their deep devotion to the first or Matsya Avatara of the Lord. 
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and also of the later sovereigns who were connected with tl 
History of our Temple as noted in the inscriptions at Sri A] ag4f ! 
Temple or otherwise. In the Sthalapurana of Sri Alagar Hillj 
(Ch. IV) Kulasekhara Pandya father of Malayadhwaja Pat 
is referred to and the future birth of Sri Meenakshi also 
daughter of Malayadhwaja is hinted therein. Hence the carli< 
Pandya referred to in Puranic Literature now extant is Kul*. 
sekhara. The names of the Pandyas noticed in the Madi 
Sthalapurana are noted below:— 

Kulasekhara: Founder of Madura. He changed his capit 

from Kalvanapurn to Madura. 

Malayadhwaja: Son of Kulasekhara. Reputed to have reigne 
for 10,000 years. 

Thatathaka: (Sri Meenakshi) married to Sundara Pandya. 

Ugra Pandya Married Kanthimathi, daughter of Soma Sekhar^ 
Chola of Kanchi. 

Vim Pandya: 

Abisheka Pandya: 

Vikrama Pandya: Jain Cholas' Invasion-Annmnlai episode. 

Raja Sekhara: 

10,000 wives and 60,000 children. 

Nngnmalai and Pasumalai episodes* 

Sri Rama's visit to Alagar Hills. 

Jain Cholas' invasion. 


Kulothunga: 

Anantaguna: 


Kula Bushna: 
Rajcndra: 

Sundureswura- 


\\ ar with the Cholas and then four Pa 
after him. 

Pftdosekharu: War with the Chola. Choi* 
drowned in the Madura ditch.) 


Varaguua: 

Kaju Raja; 

•ml then 23 Pandyas after him. 
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Ranar; 

bifteenth from Vamsa ^nouuamum. 

Contemporary of Manicka Vachaka 
other Pandyas. 

and nine other Pandyas. 

: Ninth from Sri jagannadha and contemporary 

of Gnanasambhanda. 

The difference in the names of these Pandyas e., the 
Sangam Pandyas and the Puranic Pandyas is significant—the 
latter having predominantly Sanskrit appellations. 

Kubja Pandya's successors- 

After Kubja Pandva 5 other kings seem to have reigned 

as follows:— 

<i) Nedunchezhivan I. (50—75 A. D.) was the King 
referred to in the Silappadigaram. It was he who executed very 
unjustly Kovalan the husband of Kannaki the would be Patni 
Dcvata or our Lady of Chastity. It is also stated that he was 
known as Ariya*Padai-Kadandha*Nedun-Chezhiyan. Ariya 
li Kadanda’ may mean either he crossed the Fort and can- 
it of Ariyapadai (near C-hola*MaIigai near Kumbaconam) 
or one who defeated the Aryan troops. 

(ii) Verri—Ver—Chezhiyan (75—90 A- DO 

(iii) Ncdun-Chezhivan II (90—12S A. D-) 

(iv) Ugra-Pcruvazhudhi (128—HO A- D ) who captured 
and who was a contemporary of Avvai, Nayanar etc. 
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‘48’ 


iwar 



(iv) 

(v) 


(v) Ncdu Maran: (140—150 A. D.) These arc Iho 
yas in short that arc referred to in the Puranas. 

A glimpse at the history of the Pandyas. 

Broadly speaking the history of the Pandya Nad c 
divided into the following distinctive periods :— 

(0 I rona the earliest times or the mythical period up 

the reign of Kaychina Vazhudhi (Then Mathura). 

1 rom Kaychina V azhudhi to Kadungon Vazhui 
(Then Mathura.) - 

I'rom Vendod Chezhiyan to Mudithirumaran (Kai 
puram etc.) 

From Mudithirumaran to Kulasekhara (Manalure.) 

From Kulasekhara the founder of Madura to Kub 
1 andya-the Puranic Pandya (Madura) 

(\i) The Kalabhra Intcrregnurn. 

(vii) The first Empire-from Kadungon to Rai l SimlJ 
(590—920 A. D.) J ^ mha 

(viii) The Cholas Suzerainty 920 —1190 \. p 

(ix) The Second Empire 1190—1324 A. I) 

(x) The Sultanate 1324—1378 A. D. 

(xi) The Suzerainty of Vijayanagar and |„» v 

Vijayanagar 1379—1451 ‘ ' iceroys; 

(xi*> Bana Pandyas. 1451—1499 \ n 
(Xiii) Ascendancy of Vijayanagar 1499-1565 V D 

2 I hC ^ a>ak Dy " ast >' 1559-1736 A. D. ‘ 

(xvi) TteV h al " bS U3Urpatioi ‘ 1736-1739 A. 1) 

,ll ‘ ^ Maharatta Intervention 1739-1744 A D 

( The Mahomedan i n t * 

1744—1790 A. I). erVe,,tJOn ai “* anarchy 

Uviii) The British assumption 1790 A. D 
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From the first up to the sixth period above mentioned 
there is very little of recorded or authentic history to proceed 
upon. There are some materials available for the period subsc> 
quent to the Kalabhra Interregnum. In the succeeding para- 
graphs it is proposed to deal with such of the monarchs as may 
have had any connection cither directly or indirectly with the 
fortunes and the history of Sri Kallalagar Fort and Temple. 

The 1st Pandyan Empire and its Emperors:—590-920 A. D. 

1 . Kadungon 590—620 A. D. Some scholars think that 
this Emperor could be the Kadungon Vazhudhi the last Emperor 
of the 1st Sangam Age which can scarcely be the case for obvious 
reasons. 

2. Aiaravarman Avanisulamotii 620—640 A. D. He 
was the son of Kadungon. 

3. Sendatt Jayantavarman 640—670 A. D. He was 
Avanisulamoni’s son. 

4. Arikesari Parankusa Maravarman, who is supposed 

to have been the son of Sendan, reigned from 670 to 710 A-D. He 

conquered th< Paravas and subjugated the country of Kurunadu. 

He took out expeditions against the Keralas and the Pallavas. 

He was a victor in the battles of Pali, Nelvcli, Sennilam and 

Vilinam. Some identify this King with either Ninra Sir Nedu- 

maran or Kun Pandya, contemporary of Gnanasambhandha and 

Siruththondar. lie is reputed to have performed a Hiranya 

# 

Garbha and a Thuiabhara. 

5. Kochchadayati Ranct Dhint Jiitilctj who reigned from 
710 to 740 A. D. was the son and successor of Arikesari. He had 
the Birudas of Vanavan, Solan, Chembiyan etc- probably 
with reference to the conquests he had in those Kingdoms. He 
captured Mangalapuram (Mangalore). His other Birudas were 
“Madhura Karnatagan" aud “ Kougar-Koman 
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Nandivarman and his capture of Nandij 

1 siege and his subjugating the Palla^ 

.►rocured him the tide of “Pallava bnanjana' 

battles of Neduvayal, Karamadai, Mannikkurichchi, Thirutna 

Puvalore, Kodumbalure and Kulamhure he was victorious. 

renewed Kudal. Vanji and Koli. He celebrated the cert 

1 ulabhara and Hiranya Garbha. His Agnapti Marani 

reputed to have constructed the Sri Narasimha’s tempit 

AMbialai (m /70 A. D.) near .Alagar Hills as disclosed by 
inscriptions found there. 

7 \ n< \ xt Emperor that succeeded to the taper 

ET- C a, /“ WaS Raja Simha ' s 

Jatxla Varman Sedunjadayan Parantaka / otherwise nood 
known also as Varaguna Maharaja (765_815 A n \ 

Agnapti Marangari continued to be his minister also M * M 

who was also known as Madhtmlrnui • ’ ^ aran P 

scholars to he ;,w;~i ^[^hurakav, is not considered I 


scholars to be identical with the AJwar of the 
Marangari-S brother Maran-Eyinnn. Murthi-Eyinan TT 
Gauapatbi were all Maha Samanthas of the Pandyan E„ 

S. Sri Maran Sri Valtabha dcciple of Sri P 
(815-862 A.D.) succeeded his father Varaguna Mag 
Birudas were “ Ekavira ”, “Parachukra 
red to in certain Alagarkoil in» 
inscription in the second year of 
bhuvana Chakra Varthin Kom 
A tax free gift of the village of 
** Tan •'* ~ " 


Satha 


raja. 


He 


■Mfe 
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_ roawi asg 


The inscription also refers to the fact tha _ 

is supported by a copper plate, stone inscriptions and 
of Thiru-Azhikkallu the usual forms then prevailing. 
alr>o another inscription which has reference to Sri Vallabha 01 
detached stone slab fixed into the south wall of the Munayada- 

raiyan Thirumandapatn. The contents of the same could not be 
easily deciphered. 

An inscription dated the fifth year of Sri Vallabha inscri¬ 
bed on 3 faces of a broken pillar found partly buried in the 
Temple area and now preserved in the Sundararaja Museum at 
Alagar Hills refers to the throne of Sri Vallabha as ** Veera 
Sitnhasatta " and that Thirumalirunjolai then formed part of 
Kil-Iranyo Muttam. Some reference to the offerings for the 
Aiwa rs of the Sannadhi " at Sri Alagar Hills is made therein, 
thus showing that the worship of the images of the Alwars has 
begun in a regular manner even as early as the begining of the 
IXth centry A. L). Sri Vallabha took out expeditions against the 
Gangas, the Cholas, the Fallavas, the Kalingas, the Maghadas 
etc. His victories at Kudamukku (Kumbaconam), Karur, Vilinam 
and against the Ceylonese King Sena 1 are important. He seems 
in the end to have been defeated at Tellaru and A rasa lam by 
Nripathunga Pallava. 

9. Sri Vallabha left two sons, Varaguna Vat 
Veera Narayana Sadayan alias Parantaka //. V arag una 

succeeded his father on his death and 
He sustained a severe defeat a 

10. After him came Pa rat 
prowess also was not of a 

at the hands of some of 
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Parantnka ChoJa I in VU 7 A. U. and Maaura 100 was unci warns 
captured by Parantaka and annexed to the ChoJa Kingdom. 
With this the first Empire of the Pandyas ends and the 
supremacy of the Cholas begins from now. 

The Cholas' conquest & their Supremacy (920-1190 A. D.) 

From 920 to 1190 A. D. the Cholas were holding their 
sway over the Pnndya Nad also. 


After the defeat of Raja Simha IT and his flight from 



Rajaditya the eldest son of Parantaka, when after a period of 
nearly 30 years the Pandyan Kindom regained a bit of its 
freedom, under the efforts of a certain Vaera Pcindya who tod| 
the head of the Choln (probably that of some Chola Prince) at j 


j _• II__ d 







ce goes M. E. R. 80 of ’10 is the 
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took out an 
in the 10th year of his 


*—« ' — — reign and alter co 

battle he installed his son •• the glorious Chola < 

Viceroy of the Pandyan Kingdom and made the Pam 
a protectorate of the Chola Empire. The first royal 
was Jalav„rman Sundara Chola Pnndya son of Ra 
(1020—1045 A D.) it 


He 



^ --— I 

was known as Siyan Sri Chola Pandya 
Dcwa. Reference is made to this monarch in M. E. R. 4 of ’32 
at Sri Alagar Temple. All the succeeding Viceroys also were 
known as “Chola Pandyas". After Rajendra the Chola Emperor 
came Raj nthiraja I (1033—1053 A. D.) Viceroy latavarman 
Sundara Chola Pandya alias Siyan Sri Chola Pandya continued 
in this reign also till 1045 A. D. After him came the Viceroy 
flaravarman Vikrama Chola Pandya (1045 —63 A. D.) During 
the next reign of Rajendra Deva (1053— 1063 A. D.) also the 
Chola Yoke \va> peacefully l*irne by the Pandyas. 

The Emperor Veera Rajendra l (1063 — 1070 A. D») who 
came next appointed his son Gangaikonda Chola as Viceroy 
Pandyamandnlam with the title of “C/io/o Pandya • During bw 
reign there was a revolt of the Pandyas. The Pandyan chic' 
was trampled to death by a furious elephant. 

The system of Chola Pandya Viceroys continued 

to Kuloththunga's accession (1070 A. D.) KuMhthungn ah 

Rajendra II, reigned from 1070 to 1 »9 A.D Th.sCh, 

emperor wa's a Chalukya. At first he put the five Pand* 

chiefs to lliglit when they attempted a re ion. qjgj 

during his reign itse.f the Chola cmp.re ^n re we, 

the result that the Pandyan »eu a 

. . . . _., This was the 

shake off the Chola Protectorate. 

the Vaishnuvitcs called "Km.. Kand 



Ramanuja. 
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LU 


id his palace was called "Alagiya P« 
as” were in use then. Co-Regents of this 
: keen Parakrama Pandya and Vira Pandya 
icd the name of Cholantaka. Morava 
Chakravnrtiti Parakrama Pandya Deva 
of Sri Vallahha. He seems to have reigned 
also as a contemporary of Kuloththunga. 

Next to Parakrama Pandya Deva came J a t 
'nntnka Pandya who along with Vikrama Chola, 

of Kuloththunga seems to have defeated the 

of Kulam. 

Next came M a rav a rman Sri V a llabh a (1132—116< 
‘ u -one was “ Munaiyadaraiyan ” in the palace at 
in Kil'Vemhanadu. 

1073—1173 A. D„ the Chola Pandvas 
reign, though some of the 


« hc 










mmv mrnmmSEE 
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Pandyi 


on the 







and the army of Kulasekhara was it fi, 
naval engagement near Rameswaram when R u 
annexed to Lanka and then again at the battle of 
thure and Amaravathy, where to a distance of 3 
was all a vast mountainous heap of dead bodies of the vanquished 
armies. This war in which many a naval and land battle 
were fought between Lanka and Pandya at last ended with the 
defeat of Kulasekhara Pandya and the enthronement of Vecra 
Pandya in 1173 A. D- Vecra Pandya (1173—1190 A. D.) was 
only a king in name, the Pandya and the Chola countries having 
become at this time subordinate to the valiant Parakrama 
Bahu of Ceylon (according to Mahavamsa). But according to 
the Chola version, Kulasekhara with the help of Rajathiraja 
II and his minister Pallavarayar defeated the Ceylonese 
Lankapura Dandanayaka and others and got himself restored 
to the throne. Kulasekhara was succeeded by his son Vikrama 
Pandya. But Vecra Pandya son of Parakrama again sought 
the help of Ceylon. Veera Pandya was defeated at Nell tire Ifljj 
1188 A. L>., by Kuloththunga III. Kuloththunga then restored 
Vikrama to the Madura throne. 

sor of Kuloththunga III was his son Raja Raja 

led to the occupation of the Chola 
Yifg s>omcswara. \ ikrama 



w 


cakn< 


indya the < 
1 vantage of 



dcr 


The succ< 

•eva HI whosi 

ntry by the llovsalas uni i . ... 

rst w hile feudatory of Kuloththunga III taking 

the weakness of Raja Kaja 
Parakrama Bahu of Ceylon was 

erful 



I leva III, became 
also now dead. 

and inlluenSl Jatuvorn^n l<ul„ukh«r» 
foundation for the begmnms of the 

brilliant t*nod of 


which had » 
A. D. 
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/ (1190—1217 A. 

riptions of this emperor at Sri Alagar _ 

important are M. E. R. 275. 276. 279, 280, 

298, 299, 300, 301, 302, and 303 of 1930 and 22 

(a) Birudas. Many of these inscriptions __ 

introduction or <M. E. R°29‘ 

some of them begin with (M. E.' R. 

301 of 30) and some with Msfaftjr”. One of the 

of the Emperor was also " Rajagambhira 

(b) Malavarayar was his minister and his name 
red to in a number of these inscriptions. Another 
his was Mantri Aditta Devan alias Pallavarayar of Perum* 
and Jayankonda Chola Sri Valiavan in Anda Nadu is also 
red to (M. E. R. 2/5 of 30). The name of another officer 
Emperor, named Kala veli-Nadal wan of Alagaimansi 
Vadakalavali Nadu is also referred to (M. E. R. 276 and ; 
30). Kalingaroyar alias Alagapperumal (M. E. R *95 of 
Andanure in Muthurru-Kurram also seems to have been 

his many ministers. 

(c) The Emperor is stated to have been hoi 

court at Madura east of Madakkulam. 1 

(d) The name of his throne is 

rayan" (M. E. R 275—279 of ’30). Another"' 
was called “ Kalingarayan • M. E. R. 302 of 

• * «dr 


yet another was also referred to as " 
- ' I*' The throne mr* : - * 



Munaiy adarai 


yan’ 
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atar, Varatar and Pallavar. 

(h) The endowments made by this monarch have 
many and varied. The following are referred to in the 
tions. 

(i) Remission of taxes on the lands formed into a vilhif 
called Thirumalaiudayati Vila gam for meeting the expenses 
of worship and offerings in the temple as Devadana Irayili • 

are found in (M. K- R. 275 of ’30). 

(ii) Endowment of lands at lldaikkatture alias Alagiya- 
. pandiyanallurc by Kalavcli Nadalwan of Alagaitnanagar in 

Vadakalaveli Nadu for the Lord Sri Paramaswami at Thiruma- 
lirunjolaimalai at Kiliranya-muttam is referred to in (M. E. R. 
276 of ’30). 

(iii) Remission of taxes is made on certain lands in Raja 
Raja Nallur of Thirukkanappere Kurram constituted into the 
village of Sundarat hol-vila gam for feeding the Bra hmi ns in the 

‘ Kulasekharan Mutt during certain festivals in Adi, Arpisi, Margali, 

(M. E. R. 279 of f 30) and Chitra (M. E. R. 280 of 30). Ttus 

Endowment was known as Madappura Irayili • Provision 
“Manjalkappu” and “Sandu” is made in M. E. R- 279 of ’3a J 

(iv) Remission of taxes is found made on certain lands 
purchased for the purpose of digging a channel for growing^jjj 
fe. (M. E. R. 295 of ’30). 

(v) Do. for upkeep Of the sauJ clmnnel 

* and 299 of ' 30 »- TbC Cliann h la a. the Thalai Aruvi at 
was situate at the spring h . Thirli . oda ippurain 

of the Hills. This charity is style • . 

(vi) Certain taxe*s on lands 

a Brabmadcya in l 
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remitted for certain charities- This gift was at the instai 
Queen Dharanimulududaiyar. The purpose of the gift is state 
to be the upkeep of a Flower Garden founded by her near 
spring, at the ton of the Hill. These were called Ramanuja^ 
TJiiru-nandavanain ” and “ SetigalcmirThiruvodai • The endow, 
ments are styled as “Thiru-nandavanappuratn t and “ Thiru - 

vodaippuratn ” <M. E. R. 300 of ’30). 

(vii) Remission of taxes on certain other lands gifted at 
Solakulantaka — Chaturvedimangalam is also noticed. Purpose 
of the gift was to meet the expenses of the daily Thirumanjanam 
of the deity and for the morning offerings on the day of Uththiram 
in every month in the temple. The gift is at the instance of 
Queen Dharanimulududaiyar and is called “Devadhana Iraiyili” 
(m.e.r. 301 of ’30). The dittams prescribed for the daily Thiruman¬ 
janam as (&iB/£GBtsrdairuL] •ssL^'^^tb isiregi Lorr&ih (jsjLCib 

etc.) as well as that for the monthly Uththiram 

are interesting. 

For Thiruvuthiram in the month the dittam was: 

Paruppu for Thiruppanaga m 1 Kuruni 
Rice 
Ghee 

Ghee for Porikkari Amudhu 
Kari-Amudhu 
Sugar 
Pepper 

Jiragam (cumin) 

Salt 

10 Adaikkai Amudhu (Arccca nuts) 32 

11 llai Amudhu (Betels) 

( M. E. R. 301 of ’3o ) 

(viii) Remission of taxes on certain 
tenance of flower garden and for grow 
temple and for a “ Thirunanda Vilakku ” 


2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 


1 Kuruni 
1 Nazhi 
1 Alock 
04 Palams 
1 Palam 
1 Ulakku 
^ Ghevidu 
(not clear) 


1 bundle. 


lands f, 



r °d lilies 



°r the i 
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v n as 

Vcera Pandyan ** (M. IX. R. 275 of 

(iii) The extent of lands in areas of 
jjore District is also mentioned in M. E. R. 

Vaiuhnavas ’ and 4 ‘ Sambu Seivars' of Sri Pat 
are referred to in M. TX. R. 279 and 280 of *30. 

(iv) Reference is tnadc to the worship of ' Sri Pal 
icAiyar *' and endowm* nts made for her worship in A. 

I ‘30. The Palliyarai SaMyar Vigraha is now- 
worship stopped long sincej Recently the Palliyarai 
been revived owing to the munificence of one Sri 
Chettiar of Nattarasangottai. 

varman Kulasekhara I, his brother Thr 

itt Maravarman Sundara 
two sons of Vikrama Pandya 
D. Jatavarman K 1 
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of 

Malavarayan. 


PBS 




Vikr 


Deva is 


(M.E.R. 291 Sc 30 
referred to in M. 
the Hoysala 1 
M. E* R. 24 of 


iw:<i 

Mg 


to 




>rother-in*law. 


Tc 




of t] 


sway is stated to have extended to the countries of 
> Pundras, Kalingas, Ilam, Kadaram, Gaudnm, 
Sonagam, Chinam, Thuluva m. Guhiram (Kadiram) 

i, Posalam, Bobbalam, Magadam (M- 
and 278). 

endowments referred to in the inscriptions connected 
Tonarch are the following:— 

(i) Remission of taxes on lands and grant of land as 
Purpose of the endowment was the feeding of 

Tridandi Sanyasins " and “ Ekaki Sri Vaishnava $" and 
fhyarthis ” and visitors in the Thiruttadudayan Mutt in 
emple. (M. E. K. 277 and 278 of *30). This Mutt was 
by Arayan Thiru Nadudayan alias Nila Ganga 

(ii) Remission of taxes on some villages and of the 1 
il on Sadakkudi as devadana in favour of the tc 

: for the purpose of providing for certain of 
“Sundara Pandyan Sat 
E. R. 289 of ’30). 

lission of taxes on the village of Thirukk< 
Valanadu was made iw «, 

and other 

lideva t: 
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ic expenses 

This service was 


for meeting 

_ KaJaltrar Sandi 

by Akalanka Nadalwan (M. E. R* 304 & -’’05 of 30). 

'(v) Remission of taxes on certain lands in Pttdit 
in Then Parappu Nadu and the grant of the land by Kani 
Deva in the name of his younger brother Hoysaln Deva 
for the supply of flower garlands to the temple. (M- E. 
308 of ’30). The charity was named “ Thirumalait*f>uratn”. 

(vi) Remission of taxes on lands granted ns I)evad« 
in V anavan Ala hade vi Chaturvedhimangalam in Vembti N? 
was for meeting the expenses of offerings to the Lord 
the day of Saduyam in the month of Mina, being the natal st 
day of the King’s elder brother Annalvi Cbokkanadhar t M. E. 
9 of ’32). 

(vii) Remission of taxes on Marudhure in Then Parapl 
Nadu was granted for the maintenance of the “ Sundai 
Pandyan Nandavanam ” and for provision of ],*g| Us j 
processional days. (M. E. R. 17 of ’30). 

(viii) Remission of taxes on certain p ln j 
granted for meeting the expenses of a *' Thiruv j • VaS '** 
vanappuratn" which was instituted by Kul-i 
Hasan in the name of Araiyan Thimn«nt..j_ lara P 
ganga Araiyar of Kilaikodumalm 
Vadatbali Scmbi Nadu. 




(ix) Remission of 

»d Vadanturi was made fc 
; was made by the 
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g Nissanka Prat 

sala is referred to as 44 Sar 
This inscription has reference to the cont 
291 of ‘30. Inscription M. E. R. 308 of \30 also 
o Hoysala Deva. A number of Birudas of the Hoysala 
re found in M. E. R. 292 of *30. A portion of which runs 
“ sft t n gT fM r R retw arr (*rr) 

^FTff'fTrtrr 

... *npr<oi .to^nwnr- 

Jjft 5pir?a TTjScir .” etc. (some of the letters 

arc lost and some indistinct). Fixing of ** Thiru Azhtkballu" 

is referred to in M. E. R. 308 of ‘30. 

The next king was Muravarmsin Thribhuv«inci Oh akra- 
varthin Vikrattui Patnlya Deva- He appears to have reigned 
between 1219-1255 A. L>. Probably he was u co-regent for some 
time- 

Inscription Al. E- R- 25 & 27 of '32 belongs to this 
monarch's reign- There is another inscription of Vikrama 
Pandya M E- R. 297 of ’30 which was in the 2nd year of his 
gn.* Inscriptions M- E- R- 25, 26 and 27 of ‘30 run up to his 

and 6th regnal years- 

In one of his inscriptions we fmd the 
" (M. E. R- 297 of ’30). 
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its made during his reign were the 

The Endowment in M. E. R. 297 of '30 was ,* n 
The amount was 3 ** Anai Achchu *’ and 24 “ Pazhatn l 
which was equal to 8 “ Anai Achchu It was directed L 

inscription that this amount was to be under investm 
the Kanakkan and Bancfari in charge of the Sri Band 
this temple, and out of the interests accruing from 
certain lamps were to be lit up in the temple with one l 

297 orlo.)^ th ° meaSUrU ° aUed “ Solai-Piran ” (U. 

Thc te . m,ro Karanmai is referred to in M.E.R. 25 of 

'tS K . J*" 1 S namt ^ mentioned as Kantian Narayai 

thaf pTclailnd ' ; Mala, - Manda ' am T «“'varieties of ,ax« 

Azhikkallu ” and'"Achc'hu k^u rcferences to 
25 of ’32 AC , 1 Chu kasu also all made in M. E. 

oi 34. IlcmjitiatkkaUu" is 

lt IS referred to m M. £. r. 20 oi 

A very interesting feature of , 

criptioas is that whenever the grant is by „ '“"""T °‘ her ‘ 

village etc. stanzas similar to the fr’ll ” ^ aSicmbl >’ of 501 
beginning of such inscriptions: _ ° U1 " g a Ppear at 

r ..j aa ^ 




■ - T ft7 ecor a I 






(M. 

v ®riou8 


feature 


»n this and 


to 
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and other linear measurements. The terms “ Ckei", and .he coin 
“ achchu ” arc also referred to. The varatn rates in kind for 
Nanja, Punja, Kurunchi, Naththam, gardens, tanks, tank beds 


neous grains are all dealt with in detail. The noting of the 
favourable scales of Varatn also is significant. 


Jatavarman Similar a Pa tut 


Deva /. 



This monarch ascended the throne on 20—4—1251, and 
reigned over the kingdom till 1270. A. D. He was one of the 
^greatest of the Pandyan emperors and during his time the Pan- 
dyan Empire reached its height of glory and splendour. The 
extent of the Empire also was at its greatest during his reign. 

Jatavarman Nayanar Yecra Pandya and Annalvi Kula* 
sekhara are supposed to have been his co-regents- Inscriptions 
M. E. R. 84 of 29* and 320 and 321 of *30 in this temple refer 

aL* r* __ 
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Ill 


Thilaka’ 

Nirmulana” 
vitiya Rama” 7. “Chola 
Chidrana” 9. “Kagava 

10. “Vividha Ripu Durga Mardhana’’ 11. “ Vira Ganda 
Vipina Dava Dahana” 12. “Kanchipura Varadhiswara” 
“Ganapathi Harina Sardhula” 14. “Nellura Pura Vir 
Veera Abhisheka” 15. “Pranatha Raja Prathishtapaka” 
“Maharaja Raja Parameswara Thribhuvana Chakra varthi 
Sundra Pandya Deva.” 

Among his other titles were the following: — 1. “Em 
dalamum - Kondaruliya” 2. “Maharajadhiraja” 3. “H 
Achchadana Maharaja” 4. “Maragata - Prithvi - brit” 5. “Ra 
Surya” 6. “Raja Tapana” 7. “Kshiti Pati Ravi” 8. 
Thalaivan* 9. “Kodanda * Raman.” and 10- “Kovil 
Meynda Perumal” 

It is found from the above and from M. E. R. 332, 340 a 
361 of ’31 that this Emperor brought the whole of South 
including Cuddappa and Nellore, under his sway. He cap 
the Chola country' and regranted the same to the Chola Mo: 

He punished the Hoysalas and annexed the Kongu coun 
Kanchi appears to have been his second capital. ‘ Ceylon 
was firmly held down. The Keralas were made vassal* 
tributaries, lie conquered the Kadava chieftain Kopperunji 
The Magadai country (Salem and South Arcot) also came 
his conquests. Soon after the conquest of the Magadhai 
batore also fell to him. lie killed the Tclugu 
Ganda Gopala in battle. The defeat of 


Pon* 
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mi 


vrr he that covered the roots ol 
Chidambaram and Sri Thii 
earned the unique title of **hltnxa 
Inscription M. E. R. 320 and 321 of 30 ref 
of taxes on the lands in Siruvellarai. “C7i< 

/\ tilasekharan Pandal ", and “ Sundara 
where the God was seated and the recitation < 
in Pa tin", when the Grant was made are mentionci 
! festival of Kaisikotsavant " in the Karthigai month is also 
to. The grant is called ,l Archchanabaga-Irayili". 

Maravartnan Kulasehhara 1 was the next Empcrof who 
ided the throne in 1268 and reigned till 10-6—1311. It was 
ig his reign in A. D. 1290 Ilazrat Sultan Ali Uddin Sahib 

m 

Madura. The name of the Kazimar Street of Madura 
is attributed to Kazi Syed Tajuddin Sahib, a follower of 
Sultan. 

Kulasckhara’s co-regents were:— 

Maravarman Vikrama Pandya 1283—1296 A. D. 

Jatavarman Sundra Pandya II 1276—1293 A. D. 

■ 

Jatavarman Sundara Pandya III 1303—1319 A. 
of the Emperor and also known as Kc 
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the Nadu, made tax 
Brahmins of Kulasekh.i 

‘ Alwar set up here 


and van< 

Mahabali Vanadhirayar. 

— at Viradavalam in Uragure Kurrum a sn! 

carat Raja Gambira Valanadu and Jayankonda_^ 

-thrones were called “ Kalingarayan” and “Kachc 

vachcha n . Among his many Birudas the more importar. 

“ Cheranai Venra ”, " Kollam-Konda ”, and “BuvanaihaA 
(M. E. R. 318 and 319 of ’30). Among the endowments 
period the chief one was the grant of certain lands in 
villages purchased and separated frot I 
and granted in 222 shares to 216 
Chatur vedhirnangalam to the temple 
as Vntti for these Brahmins. Reference to tin •• ?4 
Pandyan Kol and the area of a l Mah' a' hr « £ 

of 256 kulis and the measure called - V o ^ i 
are made. (M. E. R. 31S 7 " p °«dV«* Kol' 

refers to a tax free gift of a ’"Thin,h ' vue ^ *7. ^ 323 ° f 

of Perungarunai Chaturvedh lm ang^,m / '?'' , p u 
Sundara Pandya Valanadu. Th, ,',! »rahn,adeya 
Alagar Thirusirukkar an Ekaki ^ r ‘v " as made to 
The item of Thiruppani was the ' a,shnava of the ten 
raman Thirumadhil ” «• Kod constr «ction of the “Kodai 

one of the names of Jatavat^ans^T ‘ 3 su PP osed to 
close of die reign of the Fmn undara Pandya III. i 
Sundara Pandya and , he ' iUegj« m ^ ^ "■» legi, 

for the throne. A fratricidal war J Pand > a 

hem Nshich was an r»«*.. • . . ,0 °k place in 


was an easy 

upon 
For , 
of Tra\ 


citation 


and 
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then Pandyan Emperor as «Sunder Bendi Chinese chrondal 
speak of an ambassador of this Pandyan emperor to KubUikhan 
the Mongol Emperor. Contemporary Persian historian Wassaf 
says that all the splendour of the west came from the Pandyan 
Kingdom which was so situated as to be the *• key of the Hind '\ 

Jatavarman Parakrama Pandya I. (1315-1324 A. D-): 
It was during this Farakrama’s reign Malik Naib Kafur (Athi 
piritan Malik Naib of barishta) that Madura was invaded in 
1324, and the shameful crime of the destruction of Madura Fort, 
City, and Temple was perpetrated. The whole city was razed to 
the ground under the orders of Kafur except the sanctum sancto¬ 
rum of Sri Meenakshi Sundareswaral shrine at the time. 

After Jatavarman Parakrama Pandya, Sundara Pandya 
Deva (1324—1342 A. D.), Jatavarman Veera Pandya (1342 
A. D.) and Parakrama Pandya (1342—1365 A. D.) seem to have 
held some sort of sovereignty over certain jiortions of the Pandya 
Nad, though at Madura proper the sway of the Moslems was 
complete. 

The controversies over the identity and age of the 
“Sundara Pandya %Consequent upon the mention of a large 



number of Sundara Pandyas, serious controversy prevails as 
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in the 1382nd year 

gives us the year of Gnana Sambandha » 
Sundara Pandya’s wife is stated to be Vanithc 
gayarkarasi daughter of Karikala. It is stated that 
this Karikala [Kuloththunga I had another name as K« 
who persecuted Sri Ramanuja. If so, this would throw 
light on Ramanuja's age also as well as that of his Royal di« 
Peddata Hoysala or Vishnu Vardhana. Nelson's theory that 
“Sunder Bendi" of Marco Polo (1288—1293 A.D.) could be Gna 
Sambandha's contemporary Sundara Pandya is not convii 
since the date of Marco Polo is stated to be the end of 1: 
century. But Marco Polo’s contemporary Sundara Pa 
(Sunder Bendi) may be someone pf the many Sundara Pam 
that graced the throne of Madura and possibly Jatavannan 
Sundara Pandya III. 

Though innumerable were the monarchs of the Pandj 
Dynasty, for they trace their descent from the Solar and Lut 
dynasties and their names and kingdoms find references in 
Ramayana and the Mahabaratha, scholars have been able to: 

up in their research 72 Pandyan monarchs of the 1st Sc 
ending with the name of Kubja (Kun) or Sundara Pane 
According to Wilson after these 72 Monarchs, one serii 
12 Pandyas beginning with Somasundara reigned and 
another series of 14 monarchs began with Chandrakuli 
But Nelson’s researches reveal after these original 72 mor 
41 Pandyas who reigned as per the list given by him, the 
whom is stated to be Parakrama Pandya who was cone 
by the Moslems. 

However doubtful may be the ascertainment of th 
of the Pandyas and their period of 


mm 
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ikrama 
over the 




.ura. ae 
country. They 


for 48 


L 

Malik Kafur the invader 

1324—1327 A. D. 

6 

Alla Udin Khan 

1327—1333 A. D. 


(Jalal Uddin Asan Shah) 


3. 

Utham Udin Khan 

1888—1886 A. D. 

k 

Kutbuddin 

1338—1341 A. D. 

5. 

Makkal Uddin 

1341—1348 A. D. 

6. 

Savada Malik & Abed Malik 

1348—1300 

7. 

Fendak Malik 

1380—1372 A. D. 


This period of 48 years was a reign of terror and practical 
;hy under these eight chiefs. 

Intervention of Vijayanagar—Vijayanagar Viceroys 
it Madura. 

Bukka Rayar of Vijayanagar took pity at the devastated 
and deplorable condition of the Pandya country and sent his 
general the famous Kumara Kampanna Udayar in 1371 A. D. 
to the Pandya Nad. Deliverence from the existing thraldom of 
country was soon effected by this general in 1372 A.D. And 
in on the day of deliverence, the temple of Sri Meenakshi was 
[>ened and which was kept closed all along since 132 L A. 1). 

having all lied the country, it was found that the 
ja flowers offered to the Deity 48 years ago were as fresh as 
was done but the previous day. 

From 1372-1404 A. D- or for 32 years Kampanna Udayar 
>rs Embanna and Prakasa governed the coutry; 
from 1404 to 14M A. D. Lakshmana Naicken and 
iaickcn & Mathanna Naicken servants of \ ijayanagar, 
for 47 years. 
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Mav 


■s in that line viz,, Sundara Thol Maha Vilvinal 
Mahabali Vanadha Rayar son of Mahabali 
embraced the Prabandic Vaishnavism as taught by Sri 
valamamuni (M. E. R. 807 of ’30 and 85/29 and 1 & J2 
Kalayar Somanar, Anjatha Perumal and Mutharasa 
Mahabali Vanatharayar- Some opine that in the basin of 
Palar there were certain Dana Chieftains with the title of 
Vanatharayar and that some of them were transferred to Ma 
during the reign of Kuloththunga ITT (1201 to 1272 A. D.) 
were exercising some sort of sovereignty in certain portions of 
Pandya Nad even during the reign of the Moslems from 132 
18**2 A. D. These Banas reigned from L4«>1 to 1499 A. D. 
greatest monarch in this line as noticed in the inscription t M-J 
807 of ’30) was Thirumalirunjolai Ninran Mahabali Vanat 
Rayan Uranga Villi Dasan. To him Thirumalimnjolai owes 
many of its proud possessions, endowments and improvements* 
was this dynasty that is stated to have constructed the pre 
big Gopurams of Sri Meenakshi Temple also at Madura 1441- 
1499 A. D. The Biruda of this monarch “Thirumalirunj 
Ninran is significant and make us infer that lie might have 
his capital and court at Thirumalirunjolai itself which «< 
might have given him this title. 

Mahabali Banadiraja. 

A • a. 

of this Monarch 
M. E. R. 
andapam)* 


MWbMH 


of '29. 


;*> T»T« H«11 ■ <«ni 




mm 
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) upana to the (*A stoopi. 

made by the Lord himself when he 
.andyan Mandapam in the Kulasekharan Pandal 
of the God and Goddess and certain others 
Aidavar* — ‘Kovanavar’ — ‘Poo iduvar* — ‘Thalai iduvar* - 
ar* — 'Kanakkar* and others, evidently the sihbandhis of 
Devastanam. M.L.R. 85-29 found on the base of the western 
of the Sri Thayar shrine states that the length of the space 
therein marked and specified by a particular line indicates the stan¬ 
dard linear measure that went by the name of 
&*($& «wasr«i'ov tr 7 i 'i * mV u> r l rj$irr'L'($#!u>' t Thirutnalirunjolainin* 
dran Mavali V'auadhurayan ^lathrangulam). There is another 

I ferred to in another inscription at Sri 
1,1. R. R. 12,'32. The latter bears the date: 


Vanadhura; 

Mavali Vanadha Rayar t 
Alagar Hills, i. e 

Saka ” 1528 -Parabhava-Dakshinayana-llcmantharitu- 
Pi• ; ii .parapaksha Saptham lasanun — U 11 i i 

nakshatra-Soubagya-and. karana (A. 1). 1006). 

This refers to the fact lhal the Apppanthiruppathy temple 
was constructed and the deities therein instaUed by Rengayyan- 
son of Rappoola Appayyangar. The deity there is known 
4 Thinivcngadamudayan. * Appanthimppathy 

•du* Thc 


the name of 


®as also called as Sri Alagar’s ‘Therkuveei 

ift purports to be of the village of Pannaippachtr i by Ma^ 
anadharayar. The object of the gift is worship 
and ‘repairs to this temple’- 11 i 
property should be managed by the 
and its income should be remittt 



into 
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The usual inj 

ie charity to merit the sins of murdering 
mother and the murder of “Karampasu” on 
the Ganges, is ofcoursc still in this inscription, cor 
the stanza “ Dhana palana-—etc”. 

The Bana Pandyas. 

These “ Bana*Pandyas ” or as Nelson and others wot 
have it the “Vilvinatba” 'dynasty having become extinct, 
sovereignty of the country was again directly assumed by Vijaj 
nagar through her Viceroys in or about 1500 A. D. The 
Viceroy after this Vilvinatha dynasty was Narasu Naicker. 
Viceroys of Vijayanagar though they were at first * Viceroys’ 
the real sense of the term, obedient and faithful subordinates 
the throne of Vijayanagar, after the battle of Thalikkotta i 
1565 A. D* effective control over these Viceroys having been 
they became practically independent sovereigns from that 

Emperors of Vijayanagar: 

Since almost every sovereign of Vijayanagar or Vidl 

nagara, almost from its foundation in 1335 A. D. and begii 
from the reign of Harihara I (1335—1355) was directly ac 
tcring the Port, City and Temple at Thirutnalirunjolan 
through his Viceroy or king of the Nayak dynasty of Madi 
may be seen from the- wealth of the inscriptions in the 
and which will be noticed in their appropriate places, a 

of some of these personages would no doubt be apnropri 
is hence noted below:— 

Tha 1st or the Sangama Dynasty: 

following Emperors graced the House of Vi java 
e ounding of Vijayanagar at Hampi in 1331 
0 1355 A. D., Bukka I 1355—1377 

. conl ® m P° r ary of Sayana), Hari 
7— MCM A- D. t Bukka ll 
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* 

0 & Prauda Deva 

or the Saluva Dynasty. 

The next two sovereigns were of the Saluva D> 

»d by Saluva Mangu and Gopan Arya ruler and 
ively of Narayanavarani. They were Narasinga Saluvan 
(acc. 1486 A.D.) whose minister was the famous Saluva Thimina 
or Appaji and Uvmadi Narasayya (acc. 1492 A. D.) 

The lllrd or The Thuluva Dynasty. 

Then came N a rasa Rayalu of the Thuluva Dynasty 
whose minister was also the famous Saluva Thimma Raja or 
Appaji* By his first wife Dipamba Devi he had Vcera Narasimha 
Rayalu (1497—1509 A. D.), and by the second wife Nagambika 
Devi he had the great Krishna Deva Rayalu 4—2—1509 to 
19—11—1531) and by the third wife Umambika Devi he had 
Achyutha Deva Rayalu (lo—S—15 d 0 to 25~~l - ~1541 A. D.) 
and who all successively were reigning as emperors of Vijayanar, 
and Rayar Appaji continuing as Minister in all these four reigns. 
The arrivals of Vasco de Gama in 1498 A. D., the Marquess of 
ifaneyda’s embassy and the Italian traveller Varthoma all took 
place during the reign of Vira Narasimha Rayalu. 

Of the Vijayanagar Emperors that were most prominently 
connected with this Devastanaro, we find from the inscriptions 
that, Krishnadevaraja (1509-1531 A. D.) Achyuthadeva 
ija (1531—1542 A. D.) Sadasiva Maharaja (1542 157 

ia Raja Thirumalaideva Maharaja, (1546—1 
id Veera Venkatadeva Maharaja (1566-1589 A. D.) have 
sn a very prominent part. 

Of course, among the Vijayanagar Viceroys ami 
there hove l>een many "ho have bera 
services to 
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1/29 found in the south wall of the Sri 
am gives much valuable information. 

The inscriptions of Krishna Deva Mai 


The inscription is dated as follows:— Saka 143 
Srimukha —Dakshinayana—Saradritu-Ashada Sukla-Paurui 

Adityavara —Vriddhiyoga. Karana —Uttirndaxn (A. D. 1 

It will be interesting to note that Krishnadcva M a tiara, 
referred to as “Poorva Paschima Dakshina Uththara Sami 
Ahipathi. lie is referred to have belonged to the Kasyapa C 
Asvalayana Sutra. It appears from this inscription that the 
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TSSM 





pcror. The offering 
f three kalams of rice per 

with five kinds of vegetable preparations, 
of •Thiruppamyarams’ etc. Quantities of sandal and 
uts, f'fitel nuts, camphor, garlands of ordinary flowers 
are all specified. The gift is stated to have been entered 
on Copper plate and stones and ends with the usual refer* 
to ‘Dana Palana Yor Madhye etc.** 


Krishna Deva Rnv 
Thirumalai Raja, Ch 
Vcnkatadhri, another bro 
Empire. 


is stated 
f 1 ust ice 


na’ 

the 

11 , 


mnd< 

realm 

Genera 


a brother of 
Lnd ap|H»inted 
ssimo of the 


sika and Sambasiva 
adorned Krishna Deva 
Uavn who was the first 
mpire* Many a famous 
is great Emperor. His 


Appayya Dikshitar, Vedanta De 
•Cbariyar were some of the <S gems that 

Rayar’s court. It was Krishna Deva 1 
to Introduce the Ryotwari system in his e 
iple at Hampi owe their origin to th 

factions to various temples were numerous and limitless. 

tna Deva Raya’s pilgrimage to Sri Alagar Hills and his 
iving .tayed there for 3 days is referred to in the Raya Vavha* 
Even the Italian traveller Barbosa and the merchant, 
and traveller Damengoe Poes speak to his many muni- 
;n » gift to the temples of Srirengam, Thiruppathi etc-, and to 




Itness of his empire, ft was during the reign of Krishna 
tya that Vijayanagar was in its height of gh'O* 

next monarch connected with this l eapt* 
Deva Malurra 
this 




i ci n A. F). 




s3h 
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The inscription bears the following particulars as 

its date: — 

Nandana—Uttaravana—Saradritu~Me 
Ra vi—P oorvapa k sha—Prnthama-Budhnvara-Aswathi-Vishl 
y°ga—Simha-karna—Yugadi-Punvakalam (A. D. 1532) 

The Birudas of this Emnrmr w|» : _“Pandi 


Sthapanacharian”, "S< 
Daksljjna Paschima Ut 
of Ilam ,f , "Emmandala 
44 Sreevee 



tra Sai 


nn 


iraperor were:- 
idaJa Prathishtacharian ,, f “p 
nudra adhipalhi”, "The con 


Thirai Kondan* 4 


ttapa brtvira 


tc. 


This pious gift is made o n the yugadi Punvnkalam. 
anther of the gift is referred to as Visvnnatha Nayak son of Na 

Nayak, oozhiyam of Achyutha Deva Maharaja. The gift is 
red to as ‘Thiruvidayattam’ and made 'Sahiranya Udhaka 
Poorvakamaha’ to Lord Sri Alagar. The endowed prop* 
iyas the village of Adanjiyure situate in Kunraththure Sirmai 
the northern banks of the River Vaigai. Other details 
same as in those of the endowment made during the i 
Krishna Deva Maharaja. But the reference to the inji 
Dhana Palana-Yore-Madhyc" is fuller. M. E. R. 
the right wall of the Tondaman Gopuram inscribed 

!m of th,s Em Peror bears the following particula. 
«e:-Sak a 14 M ^^ ulakrilhu _ Uttamyan 
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it of the 1200 Pons which_ 

the same is assigned to Lord Sri A^'v U 

f which 500 Pons are to be deemed as A^yuthaTC!? i 

s Dha ~ 100 1>0nS " rc to be deemed L Queen tan 
rajamma s Dharmam, and 300 Pons are to be deemed 

Chikka I>eva Maharaja’s Dharmam. This charity is made 
igh Varanasi Varadappa Annarayyan. The details of the 
rings are all elaborated. The Nirmalya Neivedyam is direc- 
to be given to the Sri Vaishnavas. The threat' and injun- 
that he who transgresses this charity merits the sin of 
killing the “ Karampasu ” on the hanks of the Ganges etc., etc.. 
stand of course in the inscriptions. 

The Italian traveller Femo Xuniz visited Vijayanagar 
during this reign and is stated to have given a very vivid descrip¬ 
tion of the Empire and its emperor. It was during the reign of 
Achyutha Deva Maharaja that Marshal Xagama N’avak was sent 
to Madura to help Chandra Sckhara Pandya against the agres¬ 
sion of Vira Sckhara Chola’s invasion when Xagama proved 
litorous to the throne of Vijayanagar. 

After Achyutha bis son Vtnkata l or V enkatadhri canto 
the throne (1542 A. D.) and lieing but a boy was an Emperor 
in name and that tor a period of six months only* His 
is stated to have murdered the boy, mismanaged the 
iment and linally committed suicide. 

The next Vijayanagar Imperial Donor was Sadasi < 

the son of Re" 


r Maharaja 1541—1590 A. D. He 
brother of Achyuta by the same 
in the hands of the three 
ii Raja and Vonkatadhri. 

the dai 
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that was defeat 


tind on the northern 

and bears the following pai 


‘allikotta on 23-1-1565. The inscriptions 
this Monarch a 
of 1930. M. E. R. 86129 is 
\ Padinettambadi Gopurarn 
as regards its date 

Saka 1466—Kurothi —Uttaravana— Sasiraritu—Kur 
masa- —Poorvapaksha Ekadasi—Adhitynvara Poosa naksf 
—Sobana yoga — Palava karana (A. D. 1544)* The inscrij 
refers to a gift of certain properties in Wrhikottai Sit 
in Kalavelvinadu by one Peddarasa son of Arikala 
ammarasa of Udhdhagiri and belonging to Kasvapa Gotra ar 
Apasthamba Sutra. The endowment is made for Peddai 
mother Basavamma. The offerings to Sri Lord Alagar 
detailed as “Sengazhunir Thirumalai”, ^ 

“Thiruppaniyaram’* “Suhiyan" 

other rice preparations. The injunction a K ai nS t the ' 
of the charity to merit the sin of ha vim. L-ai„.i , I - 
in addition to others is mentioned herein \i pV 
328 of -30 also refer to the endowment of l> la ’ '' K ‘ 

/ tioned and appears to Iks in acknowled , eddar asu ab< 
and an undertaking by the temple auth*" 10 * 11 °* * >ec ^ an 
the trust. Inscription mentions the 10nt,Cs to carefully 
Ueferencc to the Thirumanjaua Ca hed 

Alagar having been brought fm- Q f 
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H'i' f?sfTft irr<rqq i 

Tqqqrv^qq . 

/v 

SHTlST^SSTT qq STTSft || 

.*Wq qq fq^JTTqhftqqra «qqT^ I 

U^cqrqrq *i^4l q^t^quq .etc. 


The inscription is mutilated and indistinct and a perusal 
of the same reveals many errors also. 

The date of the inscription as found therein, is as follows^ 
Kali 1 4497 — ‘SaU’ 1468—Parubbava— Purattasi— raurnima— 
Guruvara (A. D. 1516). 



The inscription is both in C.rantha .and Tamil and gives 
the gcneologv of the Kings of the Aravidu Dynasty. The pur4 
port of the inscription as stated therein is the inscribing of Snin&s& 
faha Mandalcswara Kama Raja Thirumalai Deva Maharaja’s 
'■’amsavali. The importance of this inscription lies in the fact 
it the inscription belongs to A- D. 1516 wherefrom it is seen 
■at this Roya Gopuram must have been in existence long prior 
* this particular year and that it must have been constructed 
personage who must have lived prior to 1546 A. an 
ici clinches the controversy raging as regards t e ^ 
•r of the various Rayagopurams in the Presidency. ,l ^ ^ 
of this discovery the theory that ^. ho 

from 1623 to lo5b A - D > - 
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i that empire, 

inscribing in this Ruyagopuram 
of the Vijayanagnr emperors or the names 
of the Aravidu Vamsavali that are to be found 
at some length. Another important inscription of 
is M. E. R. 1-32 of the same year (first A 
*arabhava) and found on the northern wall ol the circ 
bulatary verandah around the central shrine of this tent] 

It is a very long inscription in Tamil which gives details 
the various duties pertaining to the Sibbandhts 
Devastanam. It purports to be a fresh revision of the duties 
well as the privileges of the Sibbandhis (Nirvahamdars) both 
the ‘Samanyar’ and ‘Sozhiyar* classifications. It is also stated 
therein that the fixing of the duties closely follows those that were 
fixed for the Service Holders (Nirvabamdnrs) during the time of 
Mavali Banadarayar. One noteworthy feature ol this inscription 
is that in those days it is four^d that the Emperors thcmsdvtt 
were settling down the rules and regulations observable in tbc 
debutter institutions and that too in their immediate presence. 

The names of the Nirvahamdars referred to therein are'' 

as follow:— 

1. Soundaraththol Amudhar 2. Thirumalai Nat" 1 
3. Alangara Nambi 4. Solamalai Nam hi 5. Sadagopa Nartd 
. Deivaukhainam Nam hi 7. Thirumalirunjolai Nainhi 8. Vnd 

1 hiagamscida Amudhar 10. Scran* 1 ****! 
i Vizhipparayan 12. Soundaf 
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10, of whom 5 were to be tsamanyar ar 
liyar. The remuneration for these Pa riel 
at 3 Panams per head per month and some otl 
details arc also mentioned* therein. An undertaking is 
given by all these Sibbandhis (Nirvahamdars) that they will 
discharge their duties ns detailed in this “Hasha-Paththirarn/* 
and they take the vow that if they fail to discharge their duties 
they will become ‘Orohis’ to the feet of the Lord, Sri Alagar and 
and incur the sin of having murdered their respective father and 
mother on the hanks of the Ganges. The inscription is also signed 
by the Sibbandhis (Nirvahamdars). Inscription M. E- R. 29/32 
refers to the gift made by one Tlaiyanayinar alias Tiruppam 
Pillai as another gift of Thirumalai Peva Maharaja. Inscription - 
M. E. R. 30/32 is in fragments. One refers to AchyuthaDeva 
Maharaja and another mentions Queen Varadarajamma and 
Thirumalai Deva Maharaja. 

It'was during this rlcgn ihe battle of Tallikotta took place 
•on 23—1—3 565 from which time started the decline and fall of 
the mighty Vijayanagar Empire. 

Another monarch that we come across in the inscriptions 
Here is Sri Veera Venkata Deva Maharaja , the Aravidu Monarch 
that reignd at Pcnukondn and who subsequently removed his 
to Chandragiri. An inscription of his reign is found 
the south wall of the Sri Padinettainhadi Gopuram in the 
The inscription M. E- R. 91/29 bears the following 
t’ 1511 — Virothi year — Dakshinayana -Varsharitu 

paksha 
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gift is the perpetual feeding of 12 Srivai 
out of the income of this village, bcsid 
: quarters. 

he Aravidu Dynasty. 1567 — 1644 A. IX 

The kings of that line were:— 

Thirumala 1567-1572 A. D. He was the brother of] 
Raja who was practically the founde r of the Dynasty, 
moved his capital to Penukonda in 1567 A. D. after the 
Vijayanagar in 1565 A. D. This dynasty ruled at this 
till its extinction in 1613 A. D. 

Sri Ranga I, son of Thirumala—-1573 A. D. 

Venkata 1 or Venkatapathi Deva Raja, 3rd son 
Thirumala - 15Sf.-1614 A. D. Ho removed his capital . 

handragin. It was he that gifted to the British the Ma 

site for them to build the Fort Qt , r 

uu me i ort st. George. I fe was a cont 

porary of the famous Rol>ert de Nobili. 

Sri Ranga II. 1642 A. D. 

Viceroy, of Vij.y.n.gar at M.dur. '' ' jfl 

:;«roy S M :,ir t r ush - 

interest in ibis Temple City their n7mes°np ^ dCa ' ° f ^ 
Narasu Nayakkan ' *** n °‘ ed befc 

Tennamma Nayakkan 
Tanjore Narasa Pillai 
Kurukuru Thimmappa 

The above viceroys were sent 
Devarayar. 



1500 A. D. 

15 °1 to 1515 A. 

1515 15i9 A. 

'“19 
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153! 

of the greatest statesman of all I 
it the west of the Padinet 
89/28) give much valuable and inte- 
npr information. His great faithfulness to his master the 
nperor which put to shade even his filial affection, when he 
to march in battle against his own father, the rebellious 
1 treacherous Nagama, is a romantic chapter in Vijayanagar 
or y. After his viceroyalty came Varathappa’s (15*14—1545 
D.) then Dumbichchi’s (1545—1546 A. D.) then again Visva- 
*s (1546—*1547 A. P.) and after whom came Yittalraja or 
Rama Raja the royal viceroy from Vijayanagar from 1547—1558 
A. D- Many references to him are found in the inscriptions run¬ 
ning down the Garbagraba at Sri Koodal Alagar Perumal 'I emple 
of Madura. From 155S—1560 A- P. there were three rulers by 
the names of Xhirnappa, ( 'heilappa and Pattukkottai \ irappa. 

Nayak Kings of Madura, subordinate to Vijayanagar: 

£ 1. Visvanatha 1 . 1558—1563 A. D- With 1558 A. D., 

the actual Viceroyalty ceased: and when in 1559 A. D. the 
Pandya line became extinct with the death of Veerapandya— 
Chandrasekhara’s son — General Visvanatha who had married 
Princess Kanchala daughter of the Vijayanagar Rayar. was 
created by Vijayanagar as King of the Madura Country in sub¬ 
ordination to the Empire of Vijayanagar on 15th Karthigai 
Rowthri (1559 A. D.) Viswanatha was one of the most ardent 
devotees of Lord Sri Sundarara ja. He was t 
Kayak dynasty of Madura and its gr< 
tructed the dams Peranai and t Ijittai 

vv h^n Visvanatha liccame kinj 


cr of the 



1 ¥ V M I * 
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V- 


K- ' 


with its spread-out rearing hood the Vellala baby Ariyanayaj^ 
Meyppadu village near Conjeevaram is a popular one even 
this day. He was the 'patron saint’ of Madura Poligars as lSf e ] s 
puts it since it was he who constituted the 72 Palayagars of 
Madura for protecting the 72 Bastions of the Madura F 0r |. 
that was extended and renovated by him. He was the builcJe 
of the thousand pillared Mandapam in Sri Meenakshi Tempi! 
and the donor of Veppangulam and Kurunthangulam villages'll 
Lord Alagar. He was the founder of the Ariyanayaka Mudaliar 
Kattalai in this Temple. Ariyanayaka died in 1600 A. D. during 
the reign of Lingama and Visvappa. 

2. Kumara or Peria Krishnappa 1563—1573 A. D- 
was the son of Visvanatha. 

3. Krishnappa alias Peria Veerappa and Visvanatha 
II (sons of Periya Krishnappa) 1573—1595 A,D. 

4. Lingama and (Viswappa) Visvanatha III (sons of 

Krishnappa) 1595-1602 A. D. They put up the Lingama 

Nayakkan Thope and constructed the Vapi (Big well) in the 
Alagar Hills. 

the Kaveri by t^Kuru^ ^ N ° rth ^ A I 

Nobili was preaching at Madura in 1606 A ? Rober ^ de | 

* 1J - during this reign* 

6. Muthu Virappa 1609—1623 A p> 

. 7. Thirumalai Naik 1623_I65g A 

reign of Thirumalai Naik the suzerainty of y ^ During the 
thrown and Thirumalai Naik became an 1Ja yanagar was over¬ 
sovereign. He proclaimed his independe ° nte *^ independent 
of Vijayanagar. It was this Thirumalai Nai^ f,0pl tllc House 
a Palace at Thirumalirunjolaimalni, the Yaga g"?* 0 ' c ° n structcd 
pie and also the Palliyarai with its ivory v;, ° of the Tcnv 


* 
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palanquin, etc. and who was also responsible for the renovation 
of the Prakaras the Abhisheka Mandapam and numerous other 
constructions. The inscription on the lintel of the Mandapam in 
front of the present Sri Krishna’s shrine shows that the original 
Mandapam was constructed by Thirumalai Naik. He beautified 
the Madura Pagodas and built the famous palaces thereat. His 
endowments were many and numerous. Thirumalai^Naik was so 
fond and kind and proud of his brother Muttalu Naicker or 
Kumaramuthu that he was associating his brother’s name along 
with his own as his second in the Government. Wherever there 
may be statues of Thirumalai Naik and his consort, we may 
notice those of his brother and the latter’s consort too opposite to 

or adjoining them, and this is particularly so in this temple 
in more than one place. 

8. Muthu Alagiri or Muthu Virappa II 1659-1660 A.D. 

«r : 9 - Chokkanadha 1660-1682 A. D. His famous Minister 

feras Chmnathambi Mudaliar. It was in this reign in 1675 A D 
that Ekkoji invaded Madura. The great comet was visible ' for 
. three days in 1680 A. I). An inscription M. E. R. 28-32 belonging 
40 the period of Chokkanadha Naik, bearing the year Saka 1587— 
Prabhava— Panguni 7th, refers to a gift of certain lands endow¬ 
ed by Chetlure Narayana Iyengar for certain festivals in the 
j Temple. This is one of the most interesting and instructive ins¬ 
criptions in the temple. Reference is made in the inscription to 
the existence of Sri Vedanthacharya’s Sannadhi; the details of 
the Temple Dittams for Nithyappadi and certain Viseshappadis 
are very elaborately mentioned in this. 

10. Renga Krishna Muthu Virappa III 1682_1689 

A. D. Mangammal mother of Renga Krishna was regent from 
1682 to 1704 A. D. 

pL . , n ‘ Ragunatha Chokkanadha son of Rcnn . 

■ Krishna 1704—1751 A. D. Kcn £ a 




at 




• I 


te.'T 
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12. Meenakshi Animal (wife of Vijaya Ragunat 
fled to Sivaganga) 1731—1736 A. D. 

- 13- Bangaru Thirumala (adopted son) 1736 A. D. 

14. Vijaya Kumara 1752 A. D- 

The Nawabs of Arcot and their allies the .‘East India 
Company. 

With Bangaru Thirumala the Nayak Dynasty of Maduri 
became extinct and the country passed into Muhammadan Rula 
and practical anarchy prevailed. When Chanda Sahib, General* 
of Dost Ali Khan, Nawab of Arcot, was sent to conquer the 
southern kingdom for being given to his son Safdar Ali Khan hJi 
captured the country and its Queen Meenakshi bv fraud and' 
I Igg»eg6 It was ChandyjajiiWl73<£_.,o A. I>.) that first 


de 


seized all Ten 
Alagar and anr 
the Nawabs of 
Madura country, 
short resume of which 


Lands of the Madura District deluding those of 
exed them to the State. From J 737 to 1S01 A.D. 

Arcot were nominal!v in ■ . 

, . * m r>o\ ereignty over the 

^ut q pnicti ca 1 cto to /a c « 

it v 1 1 f anarch . v prevailed, tj 
11 be relevant since 


the 


Thr rumaliroa* 


snore 


Kulan Rule* 
acy when 

y and hardship. When io 

s re ‘l u est) marched to* 
° m tyranny of th* 


jolai Temple suffered much during t hc 

From 1736 1739 A. D. Chanda A:. '"''I 

the Temples underwent untold m »se 

3739 Kughuji Uhonsle (at the 

wards the south to save Mauum 

Moslems and when Dost Ali KU m lhe 

1,1 * u * Khan was d<-f 

engagement at Pondicheiry. ru nn , seated and k 
dered Madura to the Satara Mi hr * * lr ^tnodiat( 

Mahratta Rule prevailed. 1^ * I’roni 17 

accounts and records of the Devout* dUr ' n6 this ti mc * 
the Mohdi script. Then followed tu ?"* 8 Cain ° to l>c 
Nizam-ul-Mulk. the first Nizam bet* ' nvasion of Madure b>* 
the Mahratta Governors Moruri R» V%Ccn * 7 44 —1748 a n 
lives of Raghuji Bhonslc of c*. ° \ Dt l Appaji R ao r 
--dura (1744 A. D.) The ap^^-^dHv^ 
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m in 1752 A. D. Madura was left in tl 

Majana and two other nominees. And it__ 

• (20 t h Karthigai) Vijayakumara, son of Bae 

lala was crowned as the king of Madura by Mayana 
with the help of Kamnad and Sivaganga. But unabic to 
lin his sovereignty, the Nayak House fled to Vellakurichi in 
Sivaganga soon after. And on 5 —3— 1755, Madura was sur¬ 
rendered to Colonel Heron by Governor Mayana and he fled to 
• Thirumohure. ' -olonel Heron followed the usurper and attacked 
and captured Idurumohure Port and Temple and carried away the 

nd left the administration of Madura' 

>r Military Governor and an Amaldar ! 
hirumohure Colonel Heron with a rash- 
olticer in his position ought to 


Pagoda Idols as b 

in the hands of a 1 

or Civil Governor. 

is, says Nelson, 

have been heartily 

0 

Temple and set lire 
be piled against tl 



1 11 c n 


1C] J 


ed carried a torch to the gates of the 
me bundles of straw which he caused to 
The troops were permitted to plunder 


the famous Temple when they carried away all the idols 
, worship there. Orme justly observes that this act brougl 
them who were guilty of it a vast amount of odiii 
detestation. 




From 20—5—1755 Barkatuila or Danish Mund KJ 
made Governor of Madura. His misappropriation 
le funds and his sequestration of the Temple F 
purposes and his heavy hand over 


in Debutter History. 
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ha 

all his i roops w^.„ 

of the Temple Idols were recovered n« 
and on 6-4-1756 Ynsoof Khan was^ 
Tadura. After he became Governor of Madura, he 
against \ery heavy odds, both from internal and 
ues. Madura itself was in the hands of rebels 
October 1757 Sholavandan Fort was captured by Hyder 
Mysore and he plundered the country round about Madura, 
mutilation of the Idols in the Nayakkar Kalyana Ma 
Thirumalirunjolai Malai, the plunder 
the final devastation of riit: v 
now seen in ruins, and the demolition 
'thereat, are all stated to have been the 
depredations. Yusoof marched again 
1757 a second battle at the south of 
Yusoof Khan and Hyder Ali took place and the latter ZZ <fete3 
and he fled to DindiguL Until 1763 A. D. Madura was un< 
the Governorship of Mohamcd Yusoof Khan. The first act , 
his Governorship, after Madura surrendered into his hands w 
8 9—1/38, was the restoration of the revenues in a large men 

sure back to the Sr. Kallalagar and other Devastanamsconce 
and his redressing the Temple grievances caused bv Danish \t 
Khan alias Barkat Ali. This great and distinguished warrior 
statesman unconqucred and unconquerable j n battle nnd 
gallant soldier of many a campaign was treacherously UZd 
•‘with a want of mCrcy which at this time seems nil »' ’ . 

1 *- 1 -like a dog” says Nelson. His remain ^ 

the “Khan Sahib’s Pallivt 
says, ‘ His whole a< 
his justice was m 


of its vast and phenomi 
ty and Fort of Alagaj 
’ •! the .’alace of the Na\ 
result partly of IF 

l Hyder and in Noi 

m pass beti 
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to restore in this turbulent 
rt of the country was but short-lived* For 
his death in 1764, the Kalian* of Melur 
lble, and the Fast India Company had to send 
lions of sepoys and 1500 cavalry under Captain R 
Kallar’s refusal to surrender and consequent upon 
and hostile preparations Captain Rumley surrounded 
dapatti, the Kallar’s stronghold, about four miles from Alogar 
fired at the Kallars and set the whole village to flames, 
of the Kallars were then slain in the engagement. Defeated 
. discomfited the Kallars surrendered to the Captain wh 
then hailed as *' Rumley Swami **• 

Then from 1764 to 1785 practical anarchy prevailed once 
Hyder’s second invasion took place in 17S0 when at 
1785 Madura was annexed by the British formally and 
Collector Mr. Me Leod joined duty on 6- 
continued till 1796 and Mr. Me. Leod and 
onlv Collectors in name till the nppointm 
Bowyer Hurdis 
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materials were 




in this temple to restore 
Temple administration, still considering 
it lay before him when for the first time he took 
of this Madura country and also the administration 
lis temple on behalf of the British Government, he with 
sing into the details, carried on as it were a sort of sumi 

ition of this temple which apparently was all that was 
possible at such a time and under such a situation and circumjK 
tarices. The credit of reducing in a t cay to record the pre-exis** 
ting customs and practices to be observed in the temple 


and the services therein and the emolm 
though at least in a fragmentary way v 
the records and settlements and orders of 
were the MAGNA CHARTA of this temr-K 


Mr. 


ts attached thereto® 

nil his owi 
Ilurdis form 



The Board of Revenue—181 7-1 863. 

Guided by these orders, settlements, and records of Mr. 

Ilurdis, was the administration of this temple carried on by the ** 
succeeding Collectors of this District till 1S17 when the manage¬ 
ment was assumed by the Board of Revenue who carried on tl 
administration from 1817 till 1863 when the ndinistration 
Religious institutions were handed over to the Temple Commit* 

- tees under Act XX of 1863. 

The Temple Committees—1863 1929. 

When the change in the management and handing 

to the Temple Committees i 
^ / . S ° mC £ rcat an< * unforseen misfortune or i 
initial errors were committed, which 

the administration « 
the 


. 


. 
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in the temple 

,1.™. ««■«, .25/2 SSSfiL 

. administration in the absence of Records of the previoi 
list ration. Some of the chief initial errors were as follows:- 

Non-Delivery of the Devastanam Records- 
Non-Delivery of the Devastanam Villages. 

Depriving Lord Alagar of the Service Inam Villages 
and the issuing of the Title deeds in the natno of the 
Holders instead of in the name of Lord 

■ >nmental appropriation of the Poruppu. 


by tl 


nc 


1 interference with and Final assumption 
^■HHnt of Lord Ala gar’s Hills. 


jro\ ernn 




Records of the Devastanam:— 

valuable records of this administration 


Non-delivery of t'n 

those 

handed over to the Committee, these would have gone to show:- 
(i) The properties which the Devastanam possessed. (•'.* The 
incomes derived and derivable from them, (iii^ I he administra¬ 
tive correspondence, proceedings, orders etc., that would go to 
establish not only the rights of the temple but also its tial ’ 
to those that mn> have to do anything with this temple whe 
they may belong to the establishments or outside a 
which would act as it were the established Debutter U 
customs, usages, sampradayams etc-, etc., 

(iv) The various oeculiarities and importances 

tivals and ni 
to in the 
the Sri Kali 


of this anci 
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.i 4 w administration 

8 l .’“ t eS f ec,al 'y cases i„ which the n 
° ' e f t,ons °f those connected with tl 

oration it ht>c- t _ 



»to operation it has now be7om~“ Zr , * 
to make light of the temple's rights t , ' hc ° b 

obligations to the irreparable d , PrCSS ‘ heir duti 

resulting i„ ,he • P . b dc, " mcn t of the 

wealths 6 , t - H 1 impoverishment of the temple's 

calths and incomes and in ineffectiveness of 
inefficiency in control and in irreligious i rr eve • ° •“ , 

of the temple goers and also in ° eran “ "* *' 

tence to do any effective good in the 
Is it not just and necessary that this 
all the documents referred to above. ! 
such ancient shrines like these, in 
irreverences and iconoclastic movemenl 

Resultant confusion: — The non ^ r 

• i lit- non - possession of 

important records have also l>e e n the cause of very creat 
sion in the administration of this . . 

untold losses, sufferings and hardships, as noted hereunder: 
galore. 0> TP " ? “ S “ and Pupation of ,em plc properties , 

(ii) Even the daily routine of duties bv ihe 
subordinates .are sadly neglected and could not be enf 
rigour and discipline in the absence of records r», ° ri 'fl 

Or supjiort a disciplined administration. 

- 


Piousness of pitiful it 
nd of the admit 
rnple should be 
>tr* utter ruin 01 
ies« days of irrelif 




*hc 


oblivior 
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(c) The assumption 


annexation of the 


which is the Great Temple sung of by the saints. 

Service Manibhams: —In this institution, the deity has 

i endowed with extensive villages out of the income of which 
services of the temple were maintained — the service holders 
ijoy the income so long as they did their duties properly and 

required conditions for service, 
d Nirvahamdars- These service 
k full and ample advantage of the 
when thr management changed 
ii to the Committees and began to lord 
Lit ion trying to appropriate to their 
loo service inam lands which were 
kings iml pious worshippers to this 
lute grantee, rent free either partially 
rdis assumed charge of the administra- 
mience, devised a novel, idea of handing 
e to the Devastanam to the Service 


long as 

they ft 

il filled 

the 

ie service 

holders 

were 

calk 

Iders or 

Nirvaha 

imdars 

toe 

ufused cc 

mdition 

ox at) 

airs 


from the Govcrnm i 
the temple admini^ts 
mal uses these rehg 
in ted by the ancient 
>le which was the abs< 
whoollv. When Mr. Hi 
i, he for the sake of conv 
Over the villages bclongin 


detailing the conditions of Service 


>ldcrs along with Pattayam 

enjoyment of the Holding which arrangement could at best 
a temporary one and which could neither bind Mr. Hurdis 
nor his successors nor this institution for ever. 1 he 
I it ions imposed by Mr. Hurdis are in each case that the land 
l>c liable to resumption or zufti the moment it is found 
‘ices were not performed cither properly or not at all 
* manibhams arc in any way alienated, and at the —■ 
loss of office and their 
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changing 
enunciated 

The appointment or recognition or continua 
the various service holders ultimately rested with 
administration, the service holder for the time being, 
the license to enjoy the income alone of the prope 
ultimate right, title, and interest in the endowed lands 
villages always resting in the temp] 
this basic principle and non-repm-ei 
then Dcvastanam administration ml 
the wrong and illegal and ntijc- 
issuing of the title deeds in tli 


or the deity. Ign< 
Ltions of these rights by 


i. 


Bats 


of th 


n responsible 

involved in 
vice holders 


This irregular procedure ol 
its right to have the Title Deed in 


r jn 


P he 1 >c vastanam 
name and issuing it 
•d to create man 


the name of the Service Holder ha 

an anomaly and a dead lock. The right of the Service Hoi 
m these Inam villages was hut u privilege to enjoy the in 
only in lieu of salary. Their rights would have to be recogi 

only thus far and no further. But the mischief that is wro 

now by the graut of the T. D i„ *»,._ r . 

. . , . . n thc namc of the Service 11 

is incalculable and needs no elal>oration. 

,°- C " nr “ " h T Pr0PCr matCrial ’' Placed before 

Inam Comm.ss.oner for rectification, of such misl(ll , ' 

no doubt rectified, by them, by cancelling the Till. n ^ " 

“ in the name of the Service holders and 

name of the Deity os wm .» . 1 ,tIe 
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principle mat "the Servants of 
as independent inamdar*. This power 
sumption etc.) also should be restored back to the 
and the R. R* O’s powers of interference removed.” 

Appropriation of the Villages of the Devastanam — Lord 
AUg ar *® Temple: now practically a Landless institution. 

This great and ancient institution is second to none 
in all India in point of sanctity and popularity. But one would 
be surprised to see that such a mighty institution possesses practi¬ 
cally no immovable property worth the name excepting a few 
acres of land and a few buildings which altogether may not 
fetch even one or two thousand rupees per annum. 

Lord Alagar’s ancient possessions: —Ancient inscriptions 
and records show that this Devastanam owned very vast estates 
and a large extent of lands extending for miles and miles to the 
north of the Vaigai- The famous Sri Alagar hills area wherein 
the Temple is situate belonged to Sri Alagar. Innumerable villages 
the ijossession ami enjoyment of the Devastanam 
Constant changes in the ruling 
and the intervening anarchies and 
•ibuted in no small measure to the dwindling 
of Sri Alagar into the present 

interesting ruins of the 


once under 
are no Ion 

dynasties of the Pandya 


ICS IXJSbChb 1< 

r so now. 


civil wars had contr| 

of the vast and extensive domain: 

ancient Fort of Alagapuri with its still 


11. • l#»liri> Little by little gradually 

mighty and extensive walls anu del _. . . , , 

.. t • Aiooannri inclusive of certain rich and 

all the vast estates ol Sr, enormous' 

lertile villages, some scores m number. *P ^ a(Jvi . nturous 

revenues, were forcibly tak. n >° J ^ c > onfiscatjons havine been 

and impious usurpers. *° m{ - . Bark , t Ali. etc. etc. La 

ladeby the Nawab Chanda ba te • nl Md . Vusufj—. 

course Nawab Wallaja 1 “ ma ' deprivation and coofiscati, 

monstrous injustice ol t ^ „m..i;nra 

this 
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injustice .perpcl 

'ancient shrines and attempted to sul 
nations a money payment of Ch. 12000 for the ] 
n expenses of this temple in Fasli 11/0 "hi( h haw 
Wallajah afterwards reduted to 6000 Ch. P. A. 

Mr. Hurdia* assumption, enquiry and finding*. 

When the British Government assumed charge of the 
Administration of this province and simultaneously with that the 
administration of the Sri Kallalagar and other institutions also, 
on 31—7—1801 by the terms of a treaty between Nawab 


lit: i a 


Walla jah and the Hast India C.o., t 
Hurdis scrutinized the justice and pror 

these extensive villages and the grant of a me 


adin 


strator Mr. 

Vi 

ty of the confiscation of 

inivalent of 


action of the same to 6000 

came to the : following findings 




12000 Ch. at first and then the red 
chakrams etc., as stated above and 
and conclusions viz: — 

(i) That the villages belonged to Ibe Sri Kallalagar etc., 
Pagodas and that they were enjoyed by them was unquestion* 

a. able. 

(ii) Tha£ they were confiscated by the preceding Govern* 
ments and that they were never restored was also true 

(iii) That Mohamcd Yusoof Khan first fixed a commuta¬ 
tion of 12,000 ch. in Fasli 1167 in view of the loss of the coa 
catcd villages to these Pagodas. 
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, That this 
inibham villages of Lord 
iram expenses of Lord Alagar’s temple. 

Hurdis proposals on the above finding* and co 

Having arrived at the aliove findings and conclusion: 
r. Hurdis came to the decision that the grant of 6000 ch. where 
12000 was previously granted, was unfair and that the grant of 



12000 ch- P- A. should b 


t.i nte< 

again restored for ever, under 'certain 
restrictions and that the villages and their Revenues should be 
permanently annexed to the Circar. Mr. Hurdis opined that 
“this proposed sum would amply suffice if properly expended for 
-the performance of all necessary services and ceremonies. And 
on the other hand, there would not be any superfluous funds at 
the disposal of the Church (Devastanam), out of which Itrah- 
T mins could pay for their indulgence in their habitual vices"! 

Mr. Hurdis further opined :— 

That the poruppu ought not to lie held to be part of the 
mse it was always paid back to the Hafta Dcvastanartt 
collected, in order to provide for the paditharam 
,, the burden of which fell on the circar when it first 
assumed all the lands of the Hafta Devastanams”. 
bought it advisable therefore t 
Moments and which 
*hc managers of the tc 
P°ruppu (now red 
12) collected 

villages ’- a polic 
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Devastanam villages must be given 
added in their memorable communication; ■ 

“The subject of the Devnstanam lands is of great 
portance to the happiness of the people, and the attention 
to the interests of the pagodas by the immediate officers of 
Government has been attended with the beneficial conscrjut 
to the religious establishments in the different parts of th»* Pcnin* 
suia. The Govcrnor-in -council being therefore desirous, that 
the ceremonies and festivals of the temples at Madura should be 
re-established by the appropri cl t ion of the former funds for their 
support, has been pleased to direct, that you proclaim the resto¬ 


ration of the 
Government.' 


lands resumed from the pagodas by the Late 


How strong arc the orders of the Governor-in-council 

how just and liberal their judgment and bow explicit 
peremptory their orders were, could be judged by the 
of the above orders. Hut unfortunately these orders were is 
to an Officer who held strong contrary views and prejudic 
the matter. Mr. Hurdis was practically the 1st Collector 

Madura country as it was then known. Evidently he _, 

that his views and conclusions were not such as could he 
lightly ignored or set at nought, by the orders of the Hoard 
Revenue and nay, even by the orders of the Govtmor-in-coi 

Government Order not given effect to : 


In the result he did 


did 


obey 
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in support of the 
ror. .he Government itself M locn 
g these Devastanams as Trustees and if any j 
be done, it must depend upon the good sense and eon- 

cc of the Collector-Trustee, und nobody else. 

ector Mr. Parker’* proposal dated 14— 4 _ 1849 . 

Then on 14 4 1849 Collector Mr. Parker made a pro¬ 

to the Government for restoring about 22 out of 58 villages 
ging to the Sri Kallalagar and 6 other Devastanams. But 
aothing came of this proposal. 

Collector Mr Clarke s proposal dated 12—8—1859. 

Again, on 12—tS—ls59 Collector Mr. Clarke made a 
recommendation in pursuance of the 'proceedings of tlx* Board of 
Revenue, under order dated 26—2—1859 upon an order from the 
Government, wherein he stated that not only all the assumed 
Devastanarn villages she dd l>e restored back to the Sri Kallalagar 
and other respective Devastanams to whom they severally Ixdon- 
ged, hut also the surpiu- tevenue which the Government had 
collected and of which thvy were accountable to the Sri Kallala¬ 
gar etc. Devastanams should also be handed hack. This surplus 
according to Mr. Clarke amounted in 1S59 to Ks. 13,32,269 and 
odd in favour of these* Devastanams during their perk 
anagement, after deducting the amount of the annual 
Paid since 1802, and after meeting all expenses 
repairs and other charges. 

After stating what Mr. Hurdis had done in 1 
°«d the proposal of Mr. Parker referred to above, 
es that **he (Mr. Parker) appears to have 
material point in the consideration of this st 
of the Government to proclaim 
reby it appears to me they 
tch tliey may have derived from the Ma 
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these endowments, on behalf of the pagodas. 

2wi 


i< 


I therefore,” wrote Mr. Clarke “conceive that 


morally as well as in strict justice bound to restore the 

the villages with their immense revenue of Rs 73,336_1 

to the pagodas.” 

But little was done upon this report and recomt 
of 12 —8—1859 of that generous-minded Collector Mr. Clarke 
to this year of Grace. And this great and ancient it 


tion has to rest content 
of about Rs. 5000—0—0 
the vast and fertile village 
Government. 


with the Dastic or annual allo> 
anctioned on 28— 1—1802 in lieu 
3 about 58 in .lumlxsr assumed by 


Resumption of poruppu.* 

As mentioned already the service-holders were given 
privilege of enjoying the income of the Manibham villages in li 
of salary. Among other conditions attached to these manit 
holdings such as spiritual, canonical, educational and phvsk 
qualifications and due and faithful and obedient services, 
was an additional liability on the part of the Manibham hoi 
carve out a portion of the income of these manibham vi.~, 
and remit it to the Treasury or Amisham of Lord Macar 
the general expenses of the temple, and known as poru 
ns already stated. This poruppu from the Devastanam 1 
which was always (from time immemorial) - oin . r ‘: nto , 
coffers of the Devastanam was latterly and ill ° 

the Government treasury without understanding ^ts * c ^ , ' 0, 
rights, customs and practice. When the 
managing this Devastanam, their agent< were < 
for the temple during the 63 years of their mana*»» 

. ardsjjjjthey divested themselves of 
i not 

id aj 
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thus came to 

quite ignorant of their origins " Ho " 
lovernment’s Trusteeship this diversion 
now tn a position to state accurate® 
been somewhere between 1801 to 1863 during which 
Government were acting as Trustees of this institution. 

Appropriation of Sri Alagaf, Hill.” by the Government. 

Another equally important item of property also which 
' e lost very recently, is the famous “Sri .Magar’s Hills” 
BHjgrwise known as “Then Thiruppathi These Hills were 
J>$886 in our absolute possession and enjoyment. But by 
KQme previous error the Government annexed these Hills. 

joy menc. Ot Sri Alagar Hills by the Devastanara has now 
practically vanished except in respect of a few items as per G. O. 

1 Als. Development, dated 25—8—1939. The Govern - 
toent which managed the Hills as the Trustees of the Temple 
1863 and which handed over the Trusteeship to the new 
body of Trustees under Act XX of 1863 cannot with any 
consistency annex these Hills and thereby attempt to extinguish 
the proprietory rights of the temple to the Hills- How the 
k Temple administration also failed to advance their claim to 
these Hills when the Government attempted at annexation, 
remains a mystery. 

The Hindu Religious Endowments Board. 

After the advent of the II. R. E. Act and the 
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